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Background
Woodlands Primary School is situated on the west side of Salisbury in the heart of the local community of Bemerton Heath.

The school has 204 pupils on roll plus a maintained Nursery taking up to 52 part time children. Almost all our pupils come from the local community and live very close to the school.

Woodlands School was last inspected by Ofsted in May 2019.  We were particularly praised in the following areas:
Ofsted said that: 
•
Staff and governors are passionate, committed and highly motivated. They have worked hard to ensure that pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is well catered for.

•
Pupils are well behaved in and around school. They are polite and respectful towards each other and adults.

•
The school serves at the heart of the community and is held in high regard by pupils, staff and parents.
Ofsted also praised the work the school is doing to protect pupils and keep them safe and that a lot of work is done to support children’s personal development and wellbeing:
•
Leaders give safeguarding a high priority, which is effective. Pupils feel safe and well cared for.

•
Pupils report that they feel safe and trust staff to resolve any issues or concerns they have. Pupils say that bullying is rare and that teachers deal with incidents swiftly.

 

Ofsted also praised the work the school is doing to improve reading:
•
Leaders have prioritised pupils’ reading development. Teachers focus on developing pupils’ vocabulary. 

•
Phonics is taught effectively.
Current Context and organisation
The school currently has 204 children on roll, plus 29 part time children in our Oak Tree Nursery (provision for 52). There are 54 children in Foundation Stage (25 in YR plus 29 in Oak Tree), 59 children in Key Stage 1 and 120 children in Key Stage 2. The school’s intake represents the whole ability range. The majority of children have attended our Nursery before they join the reception class.

The school is one form entry therefore there are 2 classes in the Foundation Stage, 2 classes in Key Stage 1 and 4 classes in Key Stage 2. We currently employ 15 TAs (some full time and some part time) who work alongside class teachers, deliver intervention programmes and support children with special needs.

There are currently 5 children with an Education Health Care Plan / My Plan and a further 53 children receive SEN support, this can be the Speech and Language Programme or a one page profile to address their needs, out of the 53, 20 have a My Support Plan. This is 25% of our school population.
The number of school age children eligible for free school meals is 82.  This is 35% of our eligible school population.
We employ a large number of TAs to work alongside teachers and also to support children with SEND.
We currently have 10 children with English as a second language.

Community

The local community is very supportive of its local school and, although it is one of the most deprived areas of Wiltshire, readily support any fund raising initiatives. Funds recently raised by the Friends of the school have funded the school library and new football kits. 
We have some parent helpers who come into school as well as many volunteers from the Salisbury area. We are also involved in projects with the Trussell Trust community garden, singing at local care homes and inviting those residents to our seasonal concerts.
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