Science Post- Head of  Biology (Maternity leave): Information for Candidates

Introduction

King David High School has a strong tradition of academic excellence. Our examination results and value added are well above the national average. This is reflected in the structure and teaching within the science department. The successful candidate is expected to have excellent subject knowledge and the ability to teach outstanding lessons. In return they can expect well-motivated pupils and supportive colleagues. Science is a very popular subject with a large uptake in the sixth form. 
Staffing structure and Laboratories

The science department is lead by the Director of Maths and Science in conjunction with the Heads of Biology and Chemistry.  Subject Leaders are responsible for the daily management of the department and the effective delivery of the curriculum. Performance of all teaching staff is conducted through the school’s performance management programme. To support the work within the science curriculum the department has the services of two full time lab technicians.  The Director of Learning co-ordinates the physics curriculum. The Head of Biology co-ordinates all biology units and specifications years 7-13. The Head of Chemistry is also responsible for KS3 science. The biology department is closely integrated within the science department which, in turn with the maths department, make the faculty of maths and science. This faculty structure allows for the effective sharing of good practice and co-ordinated CPD opportunities.
The science department has 6 teaching laboratories, a large prep room and access to a purpose built lecture theatre with a fully equipped demonstration bench. Two labs are appointed for the teaching of biology up to A level. The KDHS science curriculum is practically based and the successful candidate will be expected to be proficient in the delivery of practical science and fieldwork. The science department is relatively well equipped.

KS3 curriculum

Pupils in KS3 are set into four science sets according to ability. The department has compressed the teaching of KS3 to end half way through year 9. Pupils following our in-house scheme of work study a general science course with discrete units of biology, chemistry and physics. Pupils are assessed using formal end of module tests. Assessment data is levelled then recorded centrally and is used to award the final KS3 level. This data is also used to set the pupils. Subject Leaders are responsible for the production of the relevant schemes of work, the standardisation of assessments and the setting of pupils.
KS4 curriculum

All KS4 students follow AQA Science specifications. The most able students study the three separate sciences. The remaining pupils study Trilogy Combined Science with the majority of pupils taking the higher tier exam. GCSE pupils have 6 periods per week; two each of biology, chemistry and physics. The triple science students have 8 lessons per week. As in KS3 the GCSE courses follow in-house schemes of work. All staff are expected to contribute towards the development of these programmes under the guidance of the relevant Subject leader. The results at GCSE are excellent and the Subject Leader is directly responsible for maintaining the excellent results across all GCSE courses. A significant proportion of GCSE pupils opt to study science courses in the sixth form. 
KS5 Curriculum
In the sixth form the science students follow the AQA specifications for biology, chemistry and physics. There are currently two groups of biology in year 12 and 13. Biology is a popular A level and the department attracts plenty of motivated students. The teaching of A level biology will be shared between the Subject Leader and two other members of the department.
Pastoral Duties

All staff are required to take responsibility for the pastoral care of the students. The successful candidate may be required to be form teacher to a particular year group, under the direction of the relevant Head of Year.. 
