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Dear Applicant 

 

Thank you for taking interest in the post of Head of English and Media Studies to start at 

South Charnwood High School on 29
th

 August 2023. I hope you find the following details 

informative as you consider the opportunity of joining our very successful school. 

 

At the heart of my educational philosophy is a conviction to ensure that every child 

achieves their full potential; academically, socially, morally and personally. We have a 

duty to provide an outstanding and exciting curriculum that strives for excellence so that 

no pupil underachieves. Pupils should be given opportunities to take responsibility for 

themselves and their own learning. Our young people deserve expert care, support and 

guidance from staff, parents/carers and the wider community to help them make 

informed decisions. Every pupil must feel able to develop their own unique personal 

qualities, to develop high self-esteem, self-worth and self-respect as they become the 

young adults of the future. We have very high expectations of both staff and pupils. 

 

Having converted from a 10-14 high school to an 11-16 academy in 2014, the school has 

sustained outstanding GCSE results year on year demonstrating that our pupils make 

much better progress than similar students nationally. Our Progress 8 score has 

consistently been significantly positive with a score of +0.79 in 2019 and +0.31 in 2022. 

In addition, we ensure that all Year 11 pupils receive support and guidance to apply for 

suitable post 16 courses. 

 

The new Head of Department will lead an enthusiastic and committed team of eight 

teachers working in a department which has achieved excellent GCSE results since 2016. 

Over 90% of our pupils regularly achieve Grade 4+, more than 80% achieve Grade 5+ and 

over 35% achieve Grade 7 or better. GCSE Media Studies has grown in popularity as an 

option subject and in 2022 over 44% of pupils achieved Grade 7+. 

 

The KS3 English curriculum makes extensive use of modern children’s literature, with 

units that cover a wide range of media as well as the technical aspects of language. The 

department has a long established commitment to mixed ability teaching throughout Key 

Stage 3 (Key Stage 4 classes are currently set.)   In years 7, 8 and 9 the pupils are taught 

for seven, one hour lessons per fortnight, in years 10 & 11 this rises to eight lessons. At 

Key Stage 4, the department currently follows the EDUQAS specification. The department 

meets regularly to share teaching ideas, develop new units and assessment approaches, 

moderate work and plan departmental developments, such as promoting a love of 

reading through the use of Accelerated Reader.  
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At South Charnwood, we invest in the continued professional development of all of our 

colleagues. Our CPD programme focuses on whole school priorities and the development 

of pedagogy based on research, best practice and our excellent links with other schools. 

In addition, we offer individualised CPD pathways which support staff at all stages of 

their career progression including National Professional Qualifications for middle and 

senior leaders.  

 

We are totally committed to raising aspirations and achieving fantastic outcomes for all 

pupils.  Therefore, we are seeking to appoint a dynamic English practitioner to build on 

the achievements of the past and lead the department to further outstanding success in 

the future. If you have the desire to work hard, believe in a holistic approach to education 

and want to transform lives as a key middle leader, with the full support of the Senior 

Leadership Team SLT, then this is a very exciting opportunity. I look forward to receiving 

your application. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

SIMON ANDREWS 

Headteacher 
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