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ST. ANSELM’S COLLEGE

Edmund Rice Academy Trust

PERMANENT FULL-TIME POST – HEAD OF GEOGRAPHY

The College
St. Anselm’s College is a Roman Catholic Grammar School for boys in the Diocese of Shrewsbury.  The College was founded in 1933, by the Congregation of Christian Brothers, to provide Catholic Education for the boys in the area.  From 1944 to1975, it operated as a Direct Grant Grammar School.  When Direct Grant was phased out, the College became Independent and remained so until 1995, when the College became the first school in the country to opt back into the maintained sector as a Grant Maintained School.  From September 1999 the College was Voluntary Aided  and became an Academy in June 2011.  It remains under the Trusteeship of the Christian Brothers.  The College is heavily oversubscribed with 5 Form entry, and 980 on roll.  Currently, there are 210 boys in the Sixth Form.

The College was inspected by Ofsted in July 2019 and judged to be “Good” in all areas. St Anselm’s has been the top 6th Form in Wirral for progress from GCSE to A Level since 2017. We were the top maintained 6th Form in Merseyside in the 2020 DfE 16-19 Progress Tables.

The College was also inspected by Shrewsbury Diocesan Inspectors in March 2019 and judged to be “a good Catholic Grammar School with outstanding features.”  

The Headmaster enjoys the support of a highly committed, hard-working, yet cheerful, staff.  Most colleagues put time in above and beyond any minimum requirement and the confines of their job descriptions.  This has the effect of creating a positive and rewarding environment in which to work.

The Post

The successful candidate will:

· be a graduate of Geography or a related academic discipline;
· before taking up appointment, have successfully completed a PGCE course and have a track record of successful teaching and classroom management skills;

· be able to teach a full timetable of Geography at Key Stages 3, 4 and A Level; 
· have demonstrated evidence of leadership potential through CPD or school responsibilities;
· be hard working and committed to his/her own professional development (including the use of ICT);

· be empathetic to the Catholic ethos of the College through their practice and example;

· be prepared to take an active role in the wider life of the College, including the pastoral system and extra-curricular life; 

· be responsible for the safeguarding and protection of all students;

· act as a Form Teacher within the framework of the College pastoral system.

The Geography Department

This department consists of 2 subject specialists and a part-time colleague who currently share the teaching of Geography across the College. 

Emphasis is placed upon a desire to achieve high quality learning, delivered by specialist graduates.  Standards are high and results consistently good at GCSE and GCE. The successful candidate would also benefit from the support of highly professional colleagues.

The Curriculum

KS5:

Consistently high attainment and achievement with 71% A*-B, 86% A*-C, 100% A*-E in 2022
We follow the AQA specification.

KS4:

AQA GCSE Geography Specification A

As an option subject Geography usually has 2-3 GCSE sets in each year, as our options system is aligned to the English Baccalaureate. 

Field work is an essential part of the course and provides the primary data for the completion of the coursework element, worth 25% of the final grade. 

Results are consistently good with 62% 7-9 grades and 96% 5-9 in 2022.
Geography is an increasingly popular course at GCSE and in the 6th Form. The course includes the study of both physical geography and human geography together with relevant practical skills of investigation and analysis. Field work has an important role in this subject and is integrated into all areas of study, which includes several day trips across the course and a residential field trip in Year 12.  A Key Stage 4 group visited Iceland in 2019.

KS3:

The National Curriculum requirements are implemented across all years and we aim to provide a solid knowledge and interest in this subject by using a range of approaches. ‘The study of Geography should stimulate an interest in and a sense of wonder about places, help make sense of a complex and dynamically changing world, explain where places are, how places and landscapes are formed, how people and their environment interact, and how a diverse range of economies, societies and environments are interconnected.’  
Fieldwork is an essential element of this. Pupils learn to think spatially and use maps, visual images and new technologies, including geographical information systems (GIS), to obtain, present and analyse information.
Applications & Timetable

All candidates must complete the CES application form and return to acook@st-anselms.com.  A full Curriculum Vitae may also be included.  References will be taken up on all short-listed candidates.

Closing date for completed applications:
 Monday 10th October, 9.00am. 
Interviews to be held thereafter.
NB:
At St. Anselm’s College we are committed to the safeguarding and promotion of the welfare of all pupils in our College community.  All staff have a responsibility to ensure that our pupils feel cared for, valued, safe and respected.

All staff have a duty to ensure that pupils are protected from harm and that they are given opportunities to have optimum life chances so that they enter adulthood successfully.
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