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A VERY WARM
WELCOME TO HITCHIN
GIRLS' SCHOOL.

Iam delighted that you are considering
Hitchin Girls' School for your child's
secondary experience and hope that
this prospectus will give you an insight
into the school and our ethos, values
and expectations.

Hitchin Girls' is a high performing
school, graded Outstanding by Ofsted,
where we provide an exceptional
experience for all of our students. We
have high level provision for teaching
and learning and provide the greatest
level of care and support for all
students and our staff.

We are a fully inclusive school and are
aspirational for our young people, both
academically and also in terms of their
personal, social, emotional and moral
development. We encourage them to
develop independence and resilience
throughout their years with us and
support them to be lifelong learners.

We are very proud of our academic
successes over many years and
celebrate the fact that students of all
abilities make excellent progress and
achieve great outcomes. However,
academic achievement forms just part
of the story and we offer a wealth of
opportunities for high quality learning
experiences, clubs and activities
outside the classroom which instil so

many of the qualities and skills needed
by our students for their future.

We work hard and play hard at Hitchin
Girls" School and our expectation

is that everyone will try their best

in all that they do. The very highest
standards of conduct, respect, effort
and personal attainment are the
goal for all members of our school
community. Our school is friendly and
wholly supportive of all its members
with the result that many of our
students refer to it as a family.

This prospectus is intended to give you
some important information about
us, but cannot capture the day to
day life and experience of the school.
Please take time to visit our website
and Virtual Open Event page for
more information, and if you would
like to visit us in person, please get
in touch and we will do our best to
accommodate you. If you have any
questions please contact us.

| look forward to meeting our potential
Year 7 students on our Open Mornings
and being able to welcome you all to
life at Hitchin Girls' School in the not
too distant future.

.

FRANCES MANNING




haring the same seventeenth

century foundation as Hitchin

Boys' School, Hitchin Girls" School
opened in the nineteenth century as a
fee-paying day and boarding grammar
school. It moved from Bancroft in
the town centre to its present site in
Highbury Road in 1907. The County
Council took overall responsibility for
the school following the 1944 Education
Act. The last boarders left in 1960 and
the school became a non-selective
community school in 1974 for students
age 11 to 18.

We were appointed a Specialist Science
School in 2004 and have maintained
this following the conversion to
Academy status in 2011. We are

also proud to hold the ICT Mark,
International School Award, Arts Award,
Secondary Geography Quality Mark
with Centre of Excellence status, ISM
Gold Award for Achievement in Music,
Investor in Careers and the CPD Mark
in recognition of our high quality staff
development programme.

Hitchin Girls' School is an Ofsted
Outstanding graded school. The

full Ofsted report can be viewed on

our school and the Ofsted website.

In December 2019, following an
assessment process involving some of
our students, we were awarded World
Class Schools status.

Hitchin Girls' School is a National
Support School and is the lead in the
North Herts Educational Partnership as
a strategic partner of the Albans Hub.
The partnership works in collaboration
with North Hertfordshire schools to
deliver staff Professional Development
and National Professional Qualifications
(NPQ), and support the delivery of Early
Career Framework training for new
teachers.

The school is oversubscribed every
year and works closely with many local
primary schools on a variety of projects
including our Sixth Form Community
Ambassadors who work in a number of
our feeder schools.

Our Sixth Form is very successful,
sharing teaching with Hitchin Boys'
School and The Priory School as part
of our longstanding Hitchin Post-16
consortium. We also share in the
celebration of Founders' Day with
Hitchin Boys' School.
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itchin Girls' School is proud

to provide a dynamic learning

environment with high quality
teaching that enables each individual to
achieve or exceed their potential. The
curriculum supports students in building
strong, transferable skills as well as
supporting their personal development

YEARS 7-9

Year 7 students are taught in
predominantly mixed ability tutor
groups, except for Maths, Science and
French where they are set on entry

to the school. In Years 8 and 9 we
continue to deliver lessons following

a similar structure, however, we can
adopt a flexible approach to setting at
this stage and, where the need arises,
we make adjustments to some mixed
ability groupings to meet the needs of

that cohort.

YEARS 10-11

All students opt for GCSE courses
for the beginning of Year 10 and
alongside these, they study the core
subjects of English Language and
Literature, Maths, Science (Double
or Triple), Learning for Life, PE and
Philosophy and Ethics.

THE SIXTH FORM

(YEARS 12-13)

A wide range of subjects are offered

as part of the consortium with Hitchin
Boys' School and The Priory School.
Students select from an extensive range
of subjects at A Level and BTech. Over
89% of our students go on to university

YEARS 6-7 TRANSITION

In addition to Open Days, we invite
students to come in for an Induction
Day during the Summer term prior to
their entry, followed by an Induction
Week in September. Our transition
team hold meetings with all Primary
staff and meet with students. We are
in contact with all new families from
when your place is allocated, providing
regular emails. Our Transition
Newsletters support families with the
whole process.

HOUSE SYSTEM

We operate a House system, with each
House named after an inspirational
woman: Austen, Bronte, Curie, Frank,
Jewel, Pankhurst, Rosa and Teresa.

COMMUNICATION

We communicate progress regularly

via termly reports, Go4Schools and
annual parent consultation evenings as
well as issuing newsletters for students
and parents providing reports on past
events and information regarding future

activities. The school website, Google
Classroom, Twitter and Facebook are
also used to communicate information,
news and advice.

CAREERS

Our Careers programme provides
students with the necessary self-
knowledge and information to make
informed and realistic decisions about
their future. Our Google Careers
Zone includes a range of Google
Classroom based resources that
offer careers information, job details,
apprenticeships and employment
opportunities, Further and Higher
Education links and a variety of

computer programmes.

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL
NEEDS

Information is passed from feeder
primaries, in order to ensure students’
needs are understood at transition.
Every student at Hitchin Girls' School

is challenged to ensure they fulfil their
potential. This may be done on an
individual basis, within a small group, as
support in the classroom or as advice
to subject staff. Interventions may
take place in registration time. Various
mentoring schemes also operate,

with older students assisting younger
students needing additional support (in

academic and non-academic areas).
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Many of these take place during schioolfth
evening, at weekends and during the holidays and
they form a natural extension to the scho

to New York, Spanish trips to Barcelona and Granada,
a Design & Technology trip to Paris, a Geography trip o
to Iceland, PE sports tour to Holland and a Biology '
expedition to Tanzania and Malawi.

INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

We are proud holders of the International Schools Award,
2019-22, from the British Council in recognition of the
global dimensions of our curriculum and the partnership
work that we do around the world. We were the first

UK school to be invited to be members of the highly
prestigious Student Global Leadership Institute which are ~
two separate, intensive two week Summer programmes in

Hawaii and India.
1
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Our Learning Champions and Community Ambassadors
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involved V\fth a range of different activities, either in
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younger students; or helping in local primary schools.
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“HGS offers many incredible academic and extra-
curricular opportunities, empowering every
student to flourish into a well rounded young
adult. It also recognises the difficulties that

can accompany this development. I have been
supported through every stage of the journey.”

HEAD GIRL 2021/22



ADDRESS
Hitchin Girls' School, Highbury Road, Hitchin, Hertfordshire SG4 9RS

PHONE
01462 621300

EMAIL
admin@hgs.herts.sch.uk

WWW.HGS.HERTS.SCH.UK
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