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Job Description
	Post Title:
	Head of Science

	

	The Core Purpose of the role:
	To be responsible for the leadership of Science at Key Stages 3, 4 and 5. This will involve the monitoring of students’ progress and performance in order to ensure that expected learning outcomes are achieved. 

	

	Teaching & Learning:
	· To lead and manage the teaching of the subject at the school across all Key Stages and in line with the National Curriculum and Examination Board requirements.

· To ensure that schemes of work, units of work, assessments, resources and lesson plans are fit for purpose and are reviewed regularly. 

· Teach a range of classes and model good practice in learning and teaching. 

· To oversee and monitor the quality of learning and teaching in your subject/s. This will include book sampling, ensuring that work is regularly and thoughtfully marked and assessed and provides guidance on how to improve performance. This will also include observing teaching and learning within the classroom.  

· To evaluate the teaching of the subject in the school, use this analysis to identify effective practice and areas for improvement, and take action to improve further the quality of teaching.
· To produce and implement a clear vision and plan for your subject/s that ensures that all pupils, of all abilities, make expected progress when benchmarked against national performance data. To evaluate pupils’ performance, identify clear targets for improvement and be responsible for intervention support implemented in order to achieve college targets. 

· To co-ordinate the efficient deployment of staff to ensure consistently high-quality teaching and learning in your subject/s.
· Ensure that department members are kept informed about expectations, current developments in education/pedagogy and school initiatives. 

· Ensure effective development of students’ individual and collaborative study skills necessary for them to become increasingly independent in their work and to complete tasks independently when out of school; 

Ensure that teachers of the subject are aware of its contribution to students’ understanding of the duties, opportunities, responsibilities and rights of citizens; 

· Ensure that teachers of the subject know how to recognise and deal with stereotyping and ensure the curriculum is inclusive; 

	

	Quality of Education:
	· To lead on the development of an ambitious, high quality and meticulously planned curriculum, which complements the whole school improvement plan. 
· To lead and be accountable for the implementation and quality assurance of this curriculum. 
· To keep up-to-date with evidence-based research in the subject area, including subject specific pedagogical approaches. 
· To lead a team of skilled and enthusiastic teachers with vision, rigour and compassion, in transforming the lives of our young people. 
· To develop a positive working environment in the subject area that supports and encourages staff development. 
· To attend local network meetings and engage with other professional development opportunities. 

	

	Professional Growth:
	· Demonstrate an understanding of the characteristics of high-quality teaching and effective learning. 

· Inspire, challenge, and motivate others to grow as teachers by modelling the principles and practice of effective learning and teaching. 

· Keep up to date with curriculum and pedagogical initiatives and ensure staff are aware of these. 

· Contribute to and take a leading role in the provision of high-quality subject specific professional development, to support the continuous provision of high-quality teaching and learning in the department. 

· Provide guidance on the choice of appropriate pedagogical approaches to meet the needs of all pupils, including the most able, disadvantaged and SEND. 

· Consider the needs of all members of staff within the department and ensure that trainees and ECTs are appropriately supported. 

· Demonstrate an understanding of the principles of coaching/mentoring to support teacher development. 

· Acknowledge excellence and challenge poor performance.  

	

	Standards and Expectations:
	· To be responsible for overall discipline within the department, including: 

· To be accountable for the highest possible standards and expectations 

· To create a positive and efficient working environment 

· To set high expectations for student behaviour in accordance with the behaviour policy

· Ensure the department provides a purposeful and safe learning environment, including:

· Assisting on behaviour management

· Liaising with parents/carers in regard to ongoing behaviour and/or learning concerns in your subject

· Meet with parents to assist in upholding standards, expectation and progress

· Supporting staff in upholding basic standards and expectations

· Ensuring the appropriate sanctions and follow up procedures are implemented

· Support staff with restorative justice practices

· Address behavioural hotspots in the department

· Initiate/track subject behaviour reports

· Ensure staff, when filling in reports, have contacted parents before awarding poor attitude to learning on reports

· To ensure effective communication and consultation as appropriate with parents, including:

· Notifying parents of set changes

· Informing parents as to what their child will be learning in your subject and how they will be assessed and when

· Expectations around homework

	

	Pupil Progress, Achievement and Assessment:
	· To raise attainment in Science, across all Key Stages and to ensure that all pupils make at least good progress, which is reflected in performance data. 

· To establish and implement clear policies and practices for assessing, recording and reporting on student achievement, and for using this information to recognise progress and to assist students in setting targets for further improvement; 

· To monitor and review pupils’ progress and to implement change to ensure that pupils achieve their full potential in Science. 

· To ensure that information about students’ achievements in previous classes and schools is used effectively to secure good progress in the subject; 

· To organise and lead on appropriate intervention strategies to close gaps and secure strong student outcomes and progress.

· To set expectations and targets for staff and students in relation to standards of student achievement and the quality of teaching; establish clear targets for student achievement, and evaluate progress and achievement in the subject by all students; 

· To be responsible for ensuring that all pupils are entered for the appropriate examinations at Key Stage 4 and 5. 

· To ensure all staff in your subject area comply with the school’s assessment, recording and reporting procedures.

	

	Gap Groups – (Including SEND, Disadvantaged students)
	· To ensure that the progress of students within gap groups in all years is a priority and that consistent strategies are in place to assess gaps, provide effective intervention and monitor progress towards CRE/target grades (KS4/5).

· To raise the profile of the gap group students and their attainment and progress in the subject.

· As a leader you are knowledgeable on SEND policy and practice. You create a departmental culture where roles and responsibilities for SEND provision are clear. As a result, all teachers understand and accept they are responsible for the progress of all pupils.

· Leadership within the department supports class teachers to support differentiation and curriculum development. They are involved in reviewing and helping teachers improve the quality of teaching for all pupils including those with SEND.

· To lead and monitor within the department the completion of statutory paperwork for annual reviews or PEP’s.

· Interventions are planned within the department for students with SEND and these are considered to be consistently good or better.  Outcomes from interventions are integrated into classroom teaching and leadership monitor and QA that teachers capitalise on learning from interventions in whole class and small group teaching.

· Faculty TAs are deployed effectively, in joint consultation with the SENDCo to support SEND students.

	

	Character Education:
	· To ensure the subject makes an effective contribution to the wider life of the school and the character education of students by:

· Embedding careers education within the curriculum and organising opportunities for student to visit the world of work and inviting speakers in.

· Planning interesting assemblies linked to the subject, national, international events linked to the subject.

· Providing inspiring wider opportunities and educational visits both linked to the curriculum and to promote a love of the subject.

· Providing plentiful and exciting extra-curricular opportunities linked to student voice.

· Having a network of dynamic alumni to call upon for inspiring and motivational talks for students.

· Prompting positive parental engagement, ensuring that parents know how to effectively support their child.

· Have an effective subject based rewards and celebration policy which is consistently applied.

· Provide opportunity for students to demonstrate the LORIC skills (Leadership, Organisation, Resilience, Initiative, Communication) and provide plentiful experiences for students to become leaders.

	

	Other Duties and Responsibilities:
	· To lead department meetings and attend leadership meetings as calendared to discuss policy, initiatives and progress of pupils. To contribute to effective communication across the subject team. 

· To ensure that reporting to parents takes place in line with school procedures. 

· To maintain and interpret data in relation to students’ progress within Science. 

· To take responsibility for department budget and resourcing and maintaining records of items purchased.

· To contribute to the overall ethos, work and aims of the school. 

· To establish constructive relationships and communicate with other agencies and professionals. 

· To participate in training and other learning activities and performance development as required. 

· To recognise own strengths and areas of expertise and use these to advise and support others. 

	

	ADDITIONAL DUTIES:



	To play a full part in the life of the school community, to support its distinctive mission and ethos and to encourage and ensure staff and students to follow this example.

	OTHER SPECIFIC DUTIES:



	The above list of job duties is not exclusive or exhaustive and the postholder will be required to undertake such tasks as may reasonable be expected within the scope and grading of the post.
The school will endeavour to make any necessary reasonable adjustments to the job and the working environment to enable access to employment opportunities for disabled job applicants or continued employment for any employee who develops a disabling condition.


	This job description is current at the date shown but, in consultation with you, may be changed by the Headteacher to reflect or anticipate changes in the job, commensurate with the grade and job title.


Date: 22nd February 2023                                                     
