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Headteacher Appointment – Silkstone Primary School

The Governing Body of Silkstone Primary School warmly invites applications for the role of Headteacher.  We are seeking an inspirational, forward-thinking leader who truly connects with the spirit of our school, shares our values, and is ready to lead our thriving community into the future and build on its existing strengths and successes following the retirement of our current Headteacher.
At the heart of our village, Silkstone Primary School is renowned for its friendly, inclusive atmosphere and the genuine sense of belonging that every child, staff member, and parent experiences. 
The vision of Silkstone Primary School is “to nurture happy, confident individuals with a love for learning and for life.”  We are committed to fostering a caring community where everyone is respected and encouraged to care for themselves, for others, and for the world around them. Our inclusive ethos, creative curriculum, and belief in every child’s potential means that all pupils are supported to flourish. We bring learning to life with joyful, ambitious teaching, underpinned by our core values: respect, responsibility, resilience, friendship, and curiosity. Children thrive: both academically and as responsible citizens.
At our most recent Ofsted inspection in December 2023, Ofsted judged the school to be Good, and we were delighted with the lead inspectors’ feedback, which highlighted many of the school’s strengths. Our school is one of respect and acceptance with pupils and staff feeling valued and cared for. Our pupils develop a secure understanding of how to be physically and mentally healthy.  Our four school golden rules also inspire pupils to ‘be their best self.’  Pupils are motivated to work and to be resilient.  They achieve well.
In 2025, we were awarded the Artsmark Gold Award in recognition of our commitment and development of the Arts across school.  Silkstone Primary School is in the top ten schools in Barnsley for 2025 attainment in EYFS, Phonics, MYC, Reading, Writing, Maths and GPS at Expected at KS2 and Greater Depth for Reading and GPS at KS2. which is demonstrable of the staff and pupils’ respective commitment to learning. 
This is a fantastic opportunity for an inspiring leader who can demonstrate a successful track record in strategic planning, school improvement and inclusive education. You will unite staff, governors, and families around a shared vision and bring your ambition and expertise to sustain and accelerate our pupils’ progress. 
If you are ready to make a lasting impact and lead Silkstone Primary School into its next exciting chapter as we strive for further excellence for our children, we look forward to receiving your application.
You will also need to demonstrate that you are a strategic, ambitious thinker who is able lead a culture of high expectations and support, where all children can achieve success. 
The chosen candidate should have an excellent knowledge of the changing expectations within education and will be expected to inspire and demonstrate leadership, in partnership with all stakeholders.
What We Offer:
· An exceptional chance to advance your career, build on our achievements, and help shape a truly soulful school
· A happy, nurturing school environment where children are eager to learn and staff are sincerely valued
· Supportive, dedicated governors; experienced staff; and committed families all working together to realise our school’s vision
· Wonderfully caring children who are well-behaved, with a clear love for learning and life, and who embrace challenge and opportunity
For further information, including details of our vision, values, and recent achievements, please visit our school website (Silkstone Primary School - Home). Here you will also be able to review further information about school curriculum, assessment and safeguarding and will provide an insight into normal every day like of the Silkstone Primary School.
Visits to our school are warmly encouraged before the application deadline.  Please contact our Headteacher Sally Adams (s.adams@silkstoneprimary.com) to make suitable arrangements to visit us. 
Please note that this post is subject to an enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service check. Silkstone Primary School and Barnsley Council are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and expect all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
· Application deadline 11.59pm on Thursday 5th March 2026
· Shortlisting 9th March 2026
· The interview process will be conducted in two stages:
· Stage 1 - Tuesday 17th March: All shortlisted candidates will be invited to undertake a series of school-based assessment tasks.
· Wednesday 18th March: Chair of Governors will contact all candidates to confirm whether they are invited to progress to stage 2 of the process.
· Stage 2 -Thursday 19th March: Presentation and formal interview 
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