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Dear Applicant
Firstly, may I take this opportunity to thank you for your interest in our school and in joining our school staff. Reading through this pack will give you an idea of what the role is – but the truth is, no pieces of paper can ever truly explain the role or the school! It is perhaps an overused phrase, but here at Royal School for the Deaf Derby, no two days are ever the same!
We are a caring, nurturing school. A warm and welcoming school. Patience and kindness run throughout everything we do. However we are a school, and education lies at the heart of what we do, whether that is academic, social, or emotional education. We strive to be the best provider of education for children and young people who are deaf, equipping them with the skills and knowledge to be successful in whatever they choose to do in the future. We class ourselves as bilingual, with BSL and English having equal status as forms of communication within school.
We have 124 children and young people on our school roll aged from 3-19. The majority are from Derby/Derbyshire, but we do have children from all over the country and OFSTED have rated our care provision on site as Outstanding. Our residential special school offers a Monday- Friday residential care provision as well as Monday-Friday education day provision, rated Good.
Our school has a rich heritage and we are keen that we are respectful of this whilst being a modern forward thinking school, meeting the needs of modern forward thinking children and young people. We can trace our history back to 1893 and our proud of our standing within the Deaf community. We are an outward facing and forward looking school with close connections with various Deaf groups locally and nationally, and continue our rightful place as an influential figure within deaf education.
[bookmark: _GoBack]What is it like to work at Royal School for the Deaf Derby? Please have a look at our Facebook page and see for yourself! We work hard together, have fun together and celebrate achievements together. We demand high expectations from our staff and why wouldn’t we? In return you will receive fantastic support and training, and an impressive team working approach to education to make a real difference each and every day to the lives of our fantastic children and young people.
What skills and experiences do you need to work at Royal School for the Deaf Derby? Experience of working within a school environment would be beneficial, as would experience of working with deaf children and young people. Equally important though are those personality traits that can’t be taught – kindness, caring, nurturing, hardworking, and resilience to name a few. The ability to communicate well is essential. Having an accredited BSL qualification or a being native user is desirable, however a willingness to learn or improve BSL is essential and non-negotiable. 
I hope that you have seen and read enough to make you want to apply to join our family. I would like to thank you again for your interest in the post and I look forward to receiving your application.
Yours sincerely

Paul Burrows, Headteacher
Patron Duke of Devonshire, KCVO, CBE, DL
Headteacher: Paul Burrows     Address: 180 Ashbourne Road, DERBY DE22 3BH
Company Reg No.  03367515 Registered Office: As above Registered Charity No. 1062507
VAT Reg No. 480 3208 12
Tel: 01332 362512 Email: enquiries@rsdd.org.uk Web: www.rsdd.org.uk
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Patron Duke of Devonshire, KCVO, CBE, DL
Head Teacher: Helen Shepherd Address: 180 Ashbourne Road, Derby DE22 3BH
Company Reg No. 3367515 Registered Office: As above Registered Charity No. 1062507
Tel: 01332 362512 Email: enquiries@rsdd.org.uk Web: www.rsdd.org.uk
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