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SOCIAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT
Subject Leader: Mrs Layla Lyons
The Department

The successful candidate will join a hard-working, enthusiastic and forward-thinking department that currently has four full-time members of staff. Staff teach Psychology, Sociology, Criminology and Health and Social Care across Years 12 and 13.
The department has a highly collaborative approach to working. The ethos of the department is based on the idea of supporting each student. We provide learning resources which enable all students to maximise their potential. We also believe it is important to provide an attractive and stimulating learning environment for students. Lessons themselves are carefully structured to allow for active teacher and student led learning, with a tight focus on exam board requirements. This ethos leads to a high recruitment and retention rate, as well as successful exam results.

Department reviews by the senior leadership team and the 2015 Ofsted inspection have shown the department to have outstanding practice and leadership.   

Teaching and Learning

In all year groups, schemes of work have been developed collaboratively to ensure that the courses are implemented successfully, and that the specification objectives for each subject are met. Internal exams, teacher, peer and self-assessment and target setting takes place each term for students in Years 12 and 13. 
The department is very well resourced. Power Point lesson plans are available for all of the lessons taught. Students are encouraged to buy a range of textbooks and revision guides and to access recommended websites. The department runs extra activities to extend students’ learning; such as Social Science Clinics.  
ICT
This is used to enhance our students’ learning experience and every classroom has an interactive whiteboard. Specialist Psychology and Sociology DVDs and TV recordings are stored electronically on an AV server, where they can be projected electronically onto interactive whiteboards. The department also widely uses YouTube. The school has a number of dedicated computer rooms which can be booked to support learning through ICT. The department have their own set of tablets which are used for research tasks or accessing Apps such as 3D brain. In line with school-wide practice, the department offers close support to every student and monitors their progress, through electronic platforms such as Show My Homework, Integris and IRIS. The department continues to use social media to enhance teaching and learning.
Courses

The department currently offers A levels in Psychology and Sociology and WJEC Criminology as well as CTEC Health and Social Care. These options attract large numbers of students and they are very popular and high-performing subjects in the sixth form. 
Examination results and progression
The commitment and energy of the department are reflected in the impressive results achieved in both subjects and across the ability range. The department consistently obtains excellent examination results with high percentages of A*-C grades and significant positive value added. A large number of students regularly go on to study Psychology, Sociology or related courses at university. 
Class Organisation

There are currently three classes in Year 12 and three classes in Year 13 for Psychology, Criminology and Sociology. There is one class of Health and Social Care in each year group. Each class is taught for 5 hours per week by two or three teachers to maximise the benefits of a range of styles of teaching and learning. Where staffing allows, Year 13 classes have an extra ‘intervention’ lesson added to their timetable devoted to exam preparation, study skills, memory techniques, character education and exams skills and practice. 
What the pupils have recently said about the department
Psychology

“I have really enjoyed Psychology, it is fun, exciting and a really interesting subject that is never boring – the teachers are great too!” 
“Learning tables are really helpful compared to how other schools learn. The teachers are also really nice and teach the subject well.” 
“They are very organised and are very helpful by running clinics and explaining exam technique really well.”
Sociology
“Sociology lessons are always something to look forward to as they are always different and fun. The learning tables are easy to use and interesting.” 
“Sociology is a great lesson with plenty to learn about and taught by enthusiastic teachers who use a variety of interesting methods.”
“The Social Science department give out great support to every student and are always willing to go the extra mile to do so.”

What we are looking for
We are looking for a committed, enthusiastic and hard-working colleague to join the department - someone who is passionate about teaching Psychology, Sociology as well as Criminology and wants their students to achieve their best. You will be expected to contribute to the continued raising of results by focusing on high quality teaching and learning, assessment and self-evaluation. The ability to work well with colleagues whilst being able to use initiative and work independently is also required. We offer a highly supportive environment where the sharing of good practice is valued, and we look forward to hearing how you will be able to contribute to the department. Candidates are more than welcome to visit the department prior to application.
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