[image: image1.png]UN DAUN TED





RELIGIOUS STUDIES DEPARTMENT

The Religious Studies Department is a thriving and successful department that maintains high expectations of all students. We are an extremely popular subject and now have at least three classes per year in KS4. Religious Studies is taught at all Key Stages, including A Level.  The department takes pride in its academic achievements – in the last set of GCSE exams taken in 2019, 88% of students gained a 9-4 grade at GCSE and at A-Level, 100% of students achieved a grade A-D. 
The Department

There are currently three teachers of Religious Studies/Philosophy, who also help deliver the LIFE programme (PSHE and Citizenship), and each teacher benefits from having their own classroom. The department is housed within the Humanities block, and each teaching room has its own interactive whiteboard. The department is well resourced, boasting an array of artefacts from the six largest faiths, audio-visual equipment, a growing amount of ICT resources and a large number of written resources. The department also works closely with the Humanities Curriculum Support Officer (CSO) and benefit from the administrative support that is provided by their attached CSO. 
Teaching and Learning

In Religious Studies, we use a wide variety of teaching and learning techniques to ensure that students have an exciting, challenging, reflective and dynamic learning experience. High standards of behaviour and quality of work are expected from all students and homework is set once a week. There is a strong emphasis on Philosophy and Ethics in all key stages.
In Key Stage 3 (Year 7 and Year 8), Religious Studies is taught to all students for one sixty-minute period per week. At KS3 students study the following topics: Religious Stories, Judaism, Christianity, Creation Stories, Beginner’s Philosophy, Ethics and the six major world religions. 
In Key Stage 4 (Year 9, 10 and 11) students opt to study GCSE Religious Studies as part of the options process. Students follow the AQA Religious Studies A syllabus. The two religions that they study at GCSE are Christianity and Buddhism along with topics such as Crime and Punishment and Religion and Life.
In Key Stage 5 we follow the AQA A Level Philosophy and Ethics syllabus. We are pleased with the growing numbers that have opted for A level in the past few years.
What we are looking for

We are looking for a committed, enthusiastic and hard-working colleague to deliver positive learning experiences for all students and maintain our high expectations of work and behaviour in Religious Studies and Philosophy.  The successful candidate should be able to contribute to the continued raising of achievement through focusing on high quality teaching and learning, assessment and self-evaluation.  The department works collaboratively and has shared high quality resources in place for all units. The successful candidate would contribute to the ongoing development of these resources and benefit from the work of the rest of the team. The ability to work well with colleagues whilst being able to use initiative and work independently is also required. We offer a supportive environment where the sharing of good practice is valued, and we look forward to hearing how you will be able to contribute to the department.  
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