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WELCOME LETTER FROM THE HEADTEACHER AND EXECUTIVE HEADTEACHER 

___________________________ 
 

Dear Applicant, 

 

Thank you for your interest in Ratton School and for considering us as your next career move. We hope our 

application pack is clear and informative and gives you a sense of our high aspirations for all our students. 

 

Ratton School became a converter academy on 1st of August 2012 and joined with Ocklynge Junior School on 

the 1st of December 2017 to form the South Downs Learning Trust. The aim of our trust is to provide an 

outstanding educational experience for all students in our schools. We want both schools to retain their own 

identity whilst working together to support the learning of everyone in the Trust community.  

 

Our aim is to develop a sustainable and exciting educational experience that places our students at the centre 

of all that we do. 

 

The School Direct Salaried Training Programme is an employment-based route for high quality graduates, 

typically with at least three years’ experience of transferable work history. You’ll earn a salary while you train 

towards your Qualified Teacher Status (QTS) recommendation and won’t need to pay any tuition fees.  

 

We are looking to recruit a trainee teacher in Design Technology for September 2023.  

 

Our preferred candidate will specialise in Food Technology but may have other experience or specialisms 

within the Design Technology umbrella of subjects. We are looking to fund this place to unqualified teacher 

pay point 3 (currently £23,777). 

 

You will need an undergraduate degree at class 2:2 or above, or equivalent. Candidates typically have a 

degree in a subject which includes the following: 

• Product Design 

• Product Design 

• 3D Design 

• Textiles  

• Architecture 

• Food Science  

• Food and Nutrition  

• Sculpture  

• Art and Design 

• Graphics 

• Electronics 

We are looking for the following personal qualities:  

• A passion for design and a keen interest in the discipline beyond your degree 

• Knowledge and understanding of two Design Technology strands and an awareness of how these are 

taught in UK secondary schools. 

• Effective communication skills and good organisational skills 

• Enthusiasm, energy and creativity 

 



 

 

 

• Awareness of current educational developments and issues 

• Experience with young people and commitment to developing individuals 

• The ability to evaluate practice and to address your weaknesses 

• Initiative, flexibility and responsiveness to change 

• A sense of responsibility and ability to work in a team. 

 

If you have the above qualities and experience and wish to join our team, then please apply to be considered 

for the interview process through The Department for Education’s ‘Find postgraduate teacher training’ 

service. 

 

For additional information or an informal discussion, please contact Neil Stocker, Professional Tutor, at 

nstocker@ratton.co.uk    

 

 

 
 

Paul Murphy     Gavin Peevers 

Executive Headteacher   Headteacher 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/find-postgraduate-teacher-training-courses-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/find-postgraduate-teacher-training-courses-in-england
mailto:nstocker@ratton.co.uk


 

 

OUR VISION AND ETHOS 

___________________________ 

Our Trust aims to providing an outstanding educational experience for all students and children with both 

schools retaining their own unique identity and working closely together to help develop a sustainable and 

exciting educational experience that places our students and children at the centre of all that we do. 

 

Weblink for Ratton School:  www.ratton.co.uk 

To see the school in action:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xskyb2JlR-0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The vision of ‘achieving excellence’ is underpinned by six virtues: 

 

Compassion – Showing kindness and caring for other people and the environment. 

Respect – Acting with respect to others both in and out of school. Valuing diversity and avoiding discriminatory 

language. 

Creativity – Being curious about the world, solving problems and asking thoughtful questions.  

Teamwork - Achieving together by working as part of a team. Understanding that we all have to do our fair 

share and get along with different people.  

Effort - Putting effort into all aspects of school life. Demonstrating resilience when faced with a challenge. 

Responsibility - Taking responsibility by being in the right place, at the right time, doing the right thing. 

  

Based on this vision and these virtues we tirelessly strive to ensure that: 

• Students are happy and confident. 

• Students develop their potential. 

• We provide for students’ wellbeing. 

• Teaching is outstanding. 

• There is a powerful community spirit and bullying is prevented. 

• Communication between school and home is excellent. 

• Discipline and values are strong. 

 

 

 

https://www.ratton.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xskyb2JlR-0


 

 

RATTON SCHOOL CULTURAL FIT STATEMENT 

___________________________ 

 

Compassion 

 

• We believe that you cannot just wish staff and students to be better you must create the conditions for 

them to grow. 

 

• We believe that you should show kindness and caring for other people and the environment. 

Respect 

 

• We believe that putting staff first is the best way to serve the needs of students. 

 

• We believe you should act with respect to others both in and out of school. 

Creativity 

 

• We believe an evidence-informed approach to teaching and learning helps us identify what works best in 

the classroom. 

 

• We welcome diverse ideas to problem solving. 

Teamwork 

 

• We believe in a culture of the possible, where we can all make progress beyond what anyone, including 

ourselves, could have imagined. 

 

• We believe we can achieve together by working as part of a team. 

Effort 

 

• We believe hard work is the key to success for staff and students. 

 

• We believe you should put effort into all aspects of school life. Demonstrating resilience when faced with 

a challenge. 

Responsibility 

 

• We believe that we all have a professional obligation to improve. 

 

• We believe basic literacy and numeracy are essential to students making good progress. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LIVING AND WORKING IN EASTBOURNE AND THE SOUTH EAST 

___________________________ 

 

With 150 kilometres of coastline and acres of countryside, there are 

thousands of things to do in East Sussex, whether you're a thrill-

seeker, a shopaholic, a nature lover or a foodie - and since you're 

never far from London, the capital's delights can play a part very 

easily. 

 

The South East is one of the most desirable places to live in the UK 

and is home to a number of vast National Parks, including the New 

Forest, a 500 square kilometre forest where wild ponies roam, the 

South Downs, the Seven Sisters Country Park and the Ashdown 

Forest. 300 kilometres of beautiful coastline run from Southampton 

all the way round to North Kent, varying from buzzing Brighton to sleepy fishing ports, via the striking snow-

white chalky cliffs of the Isle of Wight and Dover with Eastbourne being 

a very good base to explore the wider region. Find out more about 

it here. Eastbourne is steeped in Food and Nutrition while recent 

investments (and more regeneration on the way) gives the place a 

gleaming modern charm. As such, the ever-popular seaside town is rich 

in affordable housing options, top local amenities, and reliable transport 

connections. Bursting with local colour and serene seaside views, 

it is nestled between the vibrant city of Brighton and the historic town of 

Hastings and is a great place to live, ranking number 20 on the 

happiest place to live in the South East in 2019. It is just an hour and a 

half to the centre of London by train and is great for those wanting to 

have the amenities, employment and culture of London on their doorstep, but who equally want to escape the 

hustle and bustle and enjoy the fresh air and space of the 

countryside.  

From high 

street stores, 

markets and 

independent 

shops you will 

be sure to find 

what you need 

and then 

some. At its 

centre, the 

town is bursting with high street classics and is jam-packed 

with independent businesses dotted around the town, offering 

a wide range of shops and services including various fashion boutiques, delicatessens, florists, 

butchers, bakers, interiors and kitchen shops, barbers and hairdressers, gyms and even a couple of 

country and farm markets. Eastbourne boasts great recreation potential: at the town's borders is plenty 

of countryside that's ideal for relaxing strolls. If you are an avid hiker, head to the white cliff trail for a 

very serene and beautiful hike across the South Downs Way with hilltop views of Beachy Head 

Lighthouse. Take a trip down memory lane by visiting Eastbourne Pier.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.zoopla.co.uk/discover/buying-area-guides/living-in-east-sussex


 

 

This seaside pleasure palace was built in the Victorian era and embodies the spirit of that age.  

 

If piers aren't your thing, you can enjoy an impressive show at Eastbourne Bandstand. This landmark 

has a sea-blue terracotta tiled roof and plays host to some of Europe's best tribute acts. Every year, the 

Eastbourne calendar tends to get bigger and better and includes such events as the Aegon International 

women’s tennis at Devonshire Park and the Eastbourne Airshow (held on the seafront), which is free to attend 

and includes a live music stage and fireworks display. 

Eastbourne is also a centre for culture, with the town's local theatres playing host to some of the UK's 

top talent as well as food festivals, music events and seaside people-watching - it makes for a great 

day out.  

 

Top 10 things to do in Sussex  

 

• Drusillas Park Zoo, Alfriston 

• Royal Pavilion, Brighton 

• British Airways i360, Brighton 

• Harbour Park, Littlehampton 

• 1066 Battle Abbey and Battlefield, Battle  

• Rathfinny Wine Estate, Polegate 

• Fishers Adventure Farm Park, Billingshurst 

• Borde Hill Garden, Haywards Heath 

• Herstmonceux Castle & The Observatory Performing Arts (Dance and Drama) Centre, Hailsham 

 

Sources: Keytek, Great British Life, Zoopla, visitsoutheastengland, Yopa, World Guides 1 

 

 

 

 

http://www.drusillas.co.uk/
https://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/things-to-do/royal-pavilion-p52803
https://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/things-to-do/british-airways-i360-p1121671
https://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/things-to-do/harbour-park-p1230931
https://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/things-to-do/1066-battle-abbey-and-battlefield-p41573
https://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/things-to-do/rathfinny-wine-estate-p1171931
https://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/things-to-do/fishers-adventure-farm-park-p47603
https://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/things-to-do/borde-hill-garden-p554201
https://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/things-to-do/gardens-and-grounds-of-herstmonceux-castle-p49133
https://www.visitsoutheastengland.com/things-to-do/the-observatory-science-centre-p50603

