ST. PETER’S CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL
PROFILE OF THE SCIENCE FACULTY
Staffing

The Faculty consists of 8 full-time teaching staff, an Assistant Headteacher who teaches 0.5 FTE and the SENCO. The leadership structure consists of a Head of Science (TLR 1b), a Second in Science (TLR 2b) and a Coordinator of KS3 Science (TLR 2b). There are two full time Laboratory Technicians to support the Department.
Accommodation/Resources
The Science Faculty has a suite of 8 laboratories and a Science Preparation room divided into 3 areas: one for storage, one for Laboratory Technicians’ preparation and another which is comfortably furnished and carpeted for teaching staff’s preparation and marking. The department has the use of a mobile classroom.
The faculty is also well resourced in terms of apparatus and equipment. Each permanent laboratory has an interactive whiteboard and a range of software to support KS3 and KS4 courses.

Curriculum

At KS3, pupils have three lessons per week in Y7 and four lessons per week in Y8. Assessment at KS3 is primarily focused on skills, the criteria of which were developed within the department. Classes are mixed ability, with a small SEN group.
With regards to KS4, students begin the AQA GCSE course in Y9, being allocated three lessons per week. Sets 1, 2 and 3 on each side of the year are taught on a rotation basis. There is a small group of students who begin their Y9 studies following the Entry Level course. 
As students progress into Y10 and Y11, they have two lessons per Science per week. 

Students are given the opportunity to study Triple Science from Y10 onwards, although this is not in the option blocks. This correlates to one class on each side of the year. The remaining students follow either the AQA Combined Science Trilogy or AQA Combined Science Synergy route. 

2019 exam results:
	GCSE
	Average point score
	Percentage at 4+
	Percentage at 7+
	Entries

	Biology
	6.20 (+0.34)
	100

(+4.3)
	39

(+7.1)
	61

	Chemistry
	6.03 (+0.59)
	100

(+6.4)
	34

(+11.7)
	61

	Physics
	6.36 (+0.42)
	100

(N/A)
	39

(+12.4)
	61

	Trilogy
	4.21 (+0.42)
	69

(+9.6)
	3

(+1.8)
	109

	Synergy
	2.08 (+0.08)
	21

(+21)
	0

(N/A)
	12


