MAGDALEN COLLEGE SCHOOL - BRACKLEY

EXPRESSIVE AND PERFORMING ARTS FACULTY

Overview

The Expressive and Performing Arts Faculty consists of 12 teachers in the subject areas or Drama,
Music and PE. The faculty’s key priorities are continuing to improve student achievement through the
delivery of challenging and engaging lessons and building upon the large range of extra-curricular
opportunities available to our students. The team is committed to the use of assessment and data to
improve practice and raise standards.

Subjects within the faculty are popular within the school and currently there are high numbers of
students taking our subjects at GCSE and A level with successful outcomes. We run a range of extra-
curricular clubs and host several extended learning days and activities during term time. We have strong
links with Oxford University Department of Education and a number of our teachers act as mentors to
PGCE and newly qualified teachers.

We are looking for an enthusiastic, committed professional with the passion and drive to work with us to
move the faculty forward in terms of curriculum provision, quality of teaching and learning and the
effective use of data to improve outcomes.

Physical Education

All students study PE/games in Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11. They experience a high-quality curriculum
enabling all pupils to enjoy and succeed in many kinds of physical activities. They develop a wide range
of skills and the ability to use tactics, strategies and compositional ideas to perform successfully. When
they are performing, they think about what they are doing, analyse the situation and make decisions.
They also reflect on their own and others’ performances and find ways to improve them. As a result, they
develop the confidence to take part in different physical activities and learn about the value of healthy,
active lifestyles.

At KS4, students can choose GCSE Physical Education as an option subject. The Full GCSE Physical
Education Course by Edexcel is split between theoretical and practical components. Unit 1 counts for
60% of the final grade and is the theory aspect of the course. It is assessed by two exams in May of the
final year. Unit 2 is called ‘Performance in Physical Education’ and requires Three Practical
Performances from the student which takes up 40% of the course.

At Key Stage 5 we offer an A-Level in Physical Education. We follow the Edexcel Specification which
comprises of Written examination: 2 hours and 30 minutes 40% of the qualification 140 marks Content
overview e Topic 1: Applied anatomy and physiology e Topic 2: Exercise physiology and applied
movement analysis. Written examination: 2 hours 30% of the qualification 100 marks Content overview
e Topic 3: Skill acquisition e Topic 4: Sport psychology e Topic 5: Sport and society. Non-examined
assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated 15% of the qualification 40 marks Content
overview e Skills performed in one physical activity as a player/performer OR e Skills performed in one
physical activity as a coach. Non-examined assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated 15%
of the qualification 40 marks Content overview Carrying out and producing the Performance Analysis
and PDP may take place over multiple session.

Drama

This is taught throughout key Stage 3. Students are assessed in three areas. The first is devising and
rehearsing which tests the skills of group working, co-operation and leadership. The second assessment
is performing and this tests skills such as” staying in character”, voice projection and use of space on the
stage. The third area is that of evaluation, testing the students’ ability to analyse and comment on
performances which they see. Students are also be asked to reflect on their own performance work.




Drama is offered at GCSE following the WJEC specification where students will develop knowledge and
understanding of Drama through practical workshops. Component 1: Devising Theatre, Non-exam
assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated, 40% of qualification. Component 2: Performing
from a Text Non-exam assessment: externally assessed by a visiting examiner, 20% of qualification.
Component 3: Interpreting Theatre Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes, 40% of qualification.

At Key Stage 5 GCE AQA Drama and Theatre studies is offered. The AQA A level in Drama and Theatre
is an exciting and inspiring course, which prepares learners for further study in Higher Education. This
highly practical specification provides learners with the opportunity to work as either performers and/or
designers on three different performances. In Component 1 learners reinterpret a text to create a piece
of theatre which is a combination of the selected text and original ideas. In Component 2 learners
engage with a stimulus to create two pieces of theatre; one an interpretation of a text of their own choice
and the other a devised piece. In Component 3, learners explore two complete performance texts and
one extract from a third text. There is an exciting and diverse list of texts to choose from; centres must
select one, which was written before 1956, and one, which was written after 1956.

There are two specialist Drama Studios. Both are equipped with stage lighting, sound and curtains. In
the larger of the two, stage blocks can be used in the performance area. There is a costume store and a
props/scenery cupboard. For larger performances the Proscenium Arch Stage in Waynflete Hall can be
used. This has sound, lighting and curtains and access to a “green room”

Music

The KS3 music curriculum comprises six main musical projects during the course of each academic
year, each lasting approximately six weeks. Topics include Mozart, Keyboard trainer, British film music,
Reggae, Music in advertising and The Frankenstein project. During each topic students develop their
musical skills by listening, performing and composing. Students are assessed at the end of each term
and given their attainment level. Students are also assessed by their solo and group performances.

The GCSE course comprises three main elements: performing, composing and the study of set works
from several areas of study. This will enable students to develop their theory of music alongside
historical study to support their performance in a practical and purposeful way. There are two controlled
assessments which take place during the academic year. One is for composition and one is for a solo
performance on the student’s chosen instrument. Controlled assessments make up 60% of the GCSE
exam. Students are expected to develop their composition and performance skills throughout the
course. Students are working towards the Edexcel GCSE Music examination which takes place in the
final Term of year 11. This takes the form of 1-hour 30-minute examination externally set based around
the set works for the unit. In Section A, students respond to questions based on recorded extracts of set
works. In Section B, students answer a more in-depth question on a chosen set work(s) and are
assessed on Quality of Written Communication.

At Key Stage 5 we offer WJEC GCE in Music. The students are assessed in composing, performing and
written external examinations. Component 1: Performing, This is a Non-examined assessment:
externally assessed 30% of the qualification. Component 2: Composing, This is a Non-examined
assessment: externally assessed 30% of the qualification. Component 3: Appraising.

We run an extensive extra-curricular program open to all students including Jazz Band and Chapel
Choir. We also offer peripatetic music lessons via the Northamptonshire Music Service.



