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Stockport School

May 2022
Dear Colleague,

Thank you for your interest in the role of Teacher of Art & Design. The Art Department at Stockport School is an experienced and successful team which has been recognised for achieving great success. We are proud of our achievements, which we feel are a direct result of strong teamwork, sharing good practice and a commitment to providing the best opportunities for our students’ achievement.
Through AQA, students are entered for Fine Art, Photography, Textiles, Art, Craft & Design, and 3D Art, achieving year on year results that are always well above the national average, and which has resulted in the department being classified as the highest performing department across the school. As a school with a truly comprehensive intake, we work hard to meet the needs of all individuals who come to the school and aim to ensure that all make good or outstanding progress. 

The department currently consists of four teachers, based primarily in one part of the school, enabling the creation of a clear identity and ethos. Colleagues share resources and teaching and learning strategies and there is a positive and supportive level of professional discourse. In addition to working with their own groups, all colleagues contribute to the overall success of the department through specific areas of leadership, targeted projects and extra-curricular activities. The department is well equipped to enable students to explore all aspects of art and design including a printing press, equipment for ceramics and a photographic dark room.
The strength of this subject can be seen all around the school and is highly thought of and respected by students. KS3 classes are generally mixed-ability and have at least one hour lesson a week, whilst students studying the GCSE programme gain 7 one-hour lessons over the fortnightly timetable. The current curriculum we deliver throughout KS3 focuses on developing key skills in drawing, painting and 3D. A comprehensive programme of study is in place with lesson plans, resources and supporting PowerPoints. The resources are designed to provide a supportive framework for Art & Design teachers to use as a strong grounding for their own creative developments based on the needs of their group. We have an embedded curriculum model to support progression and underpin the GCSE course of study, yet we remain committed to refining and developing these programmes of study through teacher collaboration and pupil voice. 
I am proud to lead this department that is passionate about teaching Art & Design and enabling students to establish their own inner creativity as artists themselves. This is a vibrant department which would provide an excellent opportunity for a colleague to develop as a classroom teacher and art practitioner, someone who has innovative ideas in supporting a department continue to grow and who will commit to the achievements of their students. Any colleague joining us would be encouraged to find appropriate professional development opportunities to support their future progression. 
I look forward to welcoming a new colleague who has the creativity, innovation and drive to become a valued member of the department.
Yours sincerely,

J Grzywna
Mrs J L Grzywna
Director of Art & Design
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