
 

  
Headmaster: Matthew Morgan BSc (Hons), MA, FRGS 

Oakleaze, Gloucester GL2 0LF info@strs.org.uk www.strschool.co.uk 01452 338400 

A company limited by guarantee. Registered in England & Wales, company No 7331954 

 
 

THE ART DEPARTMENT 

 

The Art Department at Sir Thomas Rich’s School is very strong.  Currently, it comprises a Head of Department and 

one other member of staff, teaching across all key stages.  

 

We believe that students should have the opportunity to learn in an exciting environment, while working within a 

structured framework of learning and teaching. All students should have the opportunity to develop their artistic 

skills through the curriculum and the opportunities that the department offers. 

  

Within Key Stage 3, students from Years 7-9 are taught for one period per week lasting one hour. The scheme of 

work is divided into thematic areas for each year. 

 

Year 7 Themes: Key skills 

Year 8 Themes: Pattern and Culture  

Year 9 Themes: Urban Art, Sculpture 

 

Within these themes all students will explore a wide range of materials, processes, and techniques, both in two 

and three-dimensions. Homework is set weekly and is linked to class work. 

 

Students who opt for GCSE Art will follow the AQA Art, Craft and Design syllabus. This entails producing three 

units of coursework, plus a final examination unit. All classwork and weekly homework in Years 10 and 11 is 

devoted to producing these three coursework units. The examination period begins in January of Year 11 and 

ends in early May with a 10-hour (2 day) supervised session. They have five periods per fortnight in the subject.  

 

Sixth Form students taking Art at STRS follow the AQA ‘A’ Level Art, Craft and Design syllabus. In the Lower Sixth 

(Year 12) students produce two units of coursework. In the Upper Sixth (Year 13) students produce one coursework 

unit, a Personal Investigation essay, followed by an examination unit. The examination period begins in February 

of Year 13 and ends in early May with a 15-hour (3 day) supervised session. Each year there is a residential trip, 

which allows students the opportunity to gather a large amount of visual information, to help them produce a 

successful portfolio.  

 

At present there are 26 students taking A Level Art. They are taught in two parallel groups for nine periods per 

fortnight. Homework is set weekly, either as a set task for all students or targeted for individuals where necessary. 

To study A Level Art at Sir Thomas Rich’s School, students need to achieve at least a grade 6 at GCSE level.   

 

Both our GCSE and A Level results have kept us in the top few departments in the School.  We continue to achieve 

high value-added data, the majority of students gain a grade between A* - C.  We are very much looking forward 

to recruiting a committed individual, who is prepared to work as a team and build on the success of the 

department.  
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