
John Masefield High School                       
 
Computing & ICT Department 
 
We endeavour to ensure a positive experience of ICT across all curriculum areas whilst considering 
students’ individual needs.  
 
TEACHING AND LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
 
Our ICT facilities are very good.  We have a school-wide network which is fully-managed by the ICT 
Manager and an ICT technician.  The Department currently has five well-equipped ICT rooms 
containing at least 30 computers.   Every classroom has a digital projector and a fully interactive 
SMART whiteboard.  Students and staff have filtered Internet access and personal email on all 
workstations.  Teachers have access to ‘Impero Console’ facility which allows them to manage ICT 
use within a classroom including access to the Internet and applications.  Both students and staff 
have access to school network facilities via a remote access system.  We are also well resourced with 
new textbooks and electronic learning materials and the school offers supervised access to ICT 
facilities during lunchtimes and after school.   
 
THE TEAM 
 
The team consists of a full-time Head of Faculty and a full time Head of Subject and two members of 
staff who teach ICT on a part-time basis.  The team is mutually supportive and shares best practice 
through careful planning and lesson observations. 
 
KEY STAGE 3 AND 4 
 
Currently Year 7 and 8 students receive one hour of ICT tuition each week covering the basic topics 
of ICT encompassing computer programming along with other creative elements. From year 9 
onwards, students may opt to take Computing as a GCSE. The Computing course is the GCSE course 
offered by OCR that covers the more technical side of computing and programming. 
 
KEY STAGE 5 
 
At Key Stage 5 students may opt for the Cambridge Technicals Level 3 in ICT or OCR Computing Level 
3.  Students are taught for four hours each week and follow a two year modular programme of 
study.   
 
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 
As a school we are developing our vocational curriculum. We currently offer Business Studies at KS4 
and 5. At present, students are following the Cambridge Nationals Enterprise and Marketing 
qualification that entails creating a product, analysing its financial viability and developing and 
pitching the proposal in a ‘Dragon’s Den’ format. The course is very popular and can also be 
continued at Key Stage 5. From September 2020, we have also introduced a new Health and Social 
Care course at Key Stage 4. Any relevant vocational experience may be advantageous. 
  
Joanne Iliff 
Vocational Curriculum Leader 

 
November 2020 


