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NEWQUAY TRETHERRAS
COMPUTING AND APPLIED LEARNING DEPARTMENT

Characteristics of the Department

The Computing and Applied Learning Department incorporates the subject areas of Business, Computer Science, Economics, Health and Social Care and IT. Students commence their journey in KS3, building important foundations in Computational Thinking. We shall focus on the Computer Science aspect of the Department here.
We aim to make understanding Computer Science accessible to all. Year 7 is a critical time on this journey as students develop their logical thought processes. By using pictorial learning as a ‘stepping stone’ from concrete to abstract thought, the focus is on fun and challenge in lessons, where students use the vehicle of games design to learn the fundamental Computer Science principles of sequence, selection and iteration. 
In Year 8, we build upon our abstract thought processes by writing computer programs that can solve problems for us. We focus on the Python computer language to help us deepen our understanding of the Computer Science principles of sequence, selection and iteration.  We also learn about how computers are connected together. We recognise the importance of financial literacy, in Year 8 we use a spreadsheet package to plan a major new TV show and generate projected sales figures, costs and forecast profits. 

In Year 9 students prepare for pathways offered at KS4, these being GCSE OCR Computer Science and OCR Creative iMedia. We deepen our understanding of Computer Science through a range of problem-solving activities using the Python coding language. We then explore graphic design and the creation of artefacts such as adverts and posters through the use of photoshop. 
GCSE and Post 16 courses offered by the Department are popular choices and enjoy considerable success when measured via ALPS or SPI criteria. One of the strengths of Tretherras is its thriving 6th form, this enables teachers to develop deeper subject specialisms if appropriate. 

We wish you well with your application. This post offers the successful applicant to join a popular, ambitious, forward-thinking and collaborative department, achieving outstanding results through evidence-informed practice. 
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