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The Bishop’s Stortford High School 

English Department

The Department is highly successful in its pursuit of excellence both within and without the classroom.  Examination results are of a high standard and the Department works hard to maintain and improve this standard. The English Department staff teach English Language and English Literature across all Key Stages.

PERSONNEL

The Department presently has a staff of five full-time teachers plus four part-time staff.  The Department is both very experienced and very ambitious with its members used to taking on positions of responsibility within the School.

The School provides fulsome and varied INSET to allow staff to develop their practise and help to further their careers.  

The Department is very ambitious, as is the School.  We are looking for someone who is well qualified, hard working, is innovative in their thinking and who reads widely: the Department looks to enthuse students and to encourage them to develop their own love of reading.

In its most recent Area Review the Department was found to be outstanding.  Its present concerns are developing its A Level provision.  The Department continues to develop its approaches to excellence in its teaching with a particular focus on the best ways to use assessment.  Beyond this, the Department is keen to develop students’ own reading and is developing strategies both inside and outside the classroom to encourage this.  

There is an expectation that the successful candidate will be committed to high standards within and without the classroom.

THE ENGLISH CURRICULUM

KEY STAGE 3

The Department continues to uphold the virtues of the Literacy Strategy at Key Stage 3 and has integrated it into the core beliefs of the Department.  Key Stage 3 is a two year course.  All students at Key Stage 3 follow the same units of study, with all students able to draw on a range of different methods of teaching: the Department utilises a variety of resources from traditional media through to the use of mobile devices with all students.

The students study a range of literature at Key Stage 3 from Boy and Striped Pyjamas in Year 7 through Face, Wonder and Machine Gunners in Year 8.  At the end of the summer term, the whole of Year 7 put on a production of Romeo and Juliet whilst Year 8 take part in a Slam Poetry competition.  The curriculum prepares them for Year 9 which acts as a bridge to GCSE and allows students to be introduced to the demands of both the English Language and English Literature courses.

KEY STAGE 4

The Department follows the Eduqas GCSE specification for English Language and the AQA specification for English Literature.  All boys study both subjects: the Department prides itself on its success, especially in Literature, where it is vastly superior to comparable schools.

The students read a range of texts from William Shakespeare through traditional GCSE stalwarts like William Golding and J B Priestley to more contemporary writers like Alan Bennett and Kazuo Ishiguro.

GCSE RESULTS

LANGUAGE

	Results
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	7+ %
	25
	19
	21
	32

	4+ %
	89
	87
	95
	97

	Candidates
	151
	155
	182
	167


LITERATURE

	Results
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	7+ %
	27
	19
	28
	30

	4+ %
	89
	86
	94
	96

	Candidates
	151
	154
	182
	167


 A LEVEL

The Department teaches the Eduqas English Literature Specification and the AQA English Language Specification.

Requirements for studying at A Level are GCSE grade 6 and an enthusiasm and desire to study: as such, the English Department is as proud of students who receive A grades at A Level as those students who work hard to achieve a D or an E.  As at GCSE, the Department is keen to include all students, believing that reading literature and studying language are a joy and a privilege that everyone should be able to access.
A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE RESULTS
	Results
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	A*-B %
	13
	30
	39
	50

	A*-C %
	46
	90
	89
	90

	Candidates
	24
	10
	18
	10


A LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE RESULTS
	Results
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021

	A*-B %
	79
	41
	46
	59

	A*-C %
	90
	76
	100
	100

	Candidates
	19
	17
	13
	17


DEPARTMENT ORGANISATION

Lessons and Groupings

Years 7, 8 & 9 all have seven one hour lessons every fortnight.  The students are broadly taught in mixed ability groupings although there is occasional setting of the most able when appropriate.  Having said that, the School is truly comprehensive and the Department subscribes to the philosophy of extending the most able, bringing on the able and realising the potential of all.  Years 10 & 11 have seven one hour lessons every fortnight.  Both years are taught in seven groups: usually, there is a legitimate top group with the best English students in the year, three good groups, two mixed ability groups and then one smaller group.  All students are able to access all grades at GCSE, regardless of what group they are in.  

Support

There are a number of students who require support.  Most of this is provided through support staff coming into lessons although there is a small amount of withdrawal.  

Private Reading

The Department believes that students should enjoy reading in itself and as such believes in private reading as an integral part of the English curriculum.  All students read for ten minutes at the beginning of each lesson.  There are communal Book Boxes where students read a range of books and then share their experiences with other members of their class.  The Department works with another local school in developing a reading challenge for Year 7 and also has a Key Stage 4 reading group which meets weekly.
The English Block ('The Globe')

The Department has its own suite of rooms.  The Department is generously funded but is always looking to develop further resource provision for staff. The Department meets every week.

Extracurricular

The Department is fully involved in extracurricular activities.  Not only is there extremely strong debating within the School but also public speaking and excellent drama.  There are debating societies for the Lower, Middle and Upper Schools.  Debates take place weekly and, wherever possible, the School enters debating competitions.  We enter competitions run by Cambridge University, Oxford University, SOAS and King’s College, London.  We are consistently successful in the ESU Mace, having reached the regional final for the last six years.  We also enter younger students in the ICYD. Our public speaking teams are also very successful: our Year 9 team has won the local public speaking competition two years in a row.  The Department looks to visit the theatre as often as possible: after all - it is only an hour to London and thirty minutes to Cambridge.  There is an annual visit to the Globe theatre for Year 8. Many members of the Department involve themselves in other extracurricular activities, e.g. Sport, and there is an expectation that the successful candidate will wish to add something to the life of the School.
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