
Durrington High School - Department of English

Durrington High School has a thriving and successful English department staffed by an
enthusiastic team with a range of experience. Our vision is for every student to succeed
while also fostering a love of reading, writing and studying English. We are constantly
seeking ways to develop and improve our own teaching practice so that we ensure the
best possible outcomes for our students. In essence, we want to be one of the best
departments in the county and the country. In order to achieve this, we are continuously
evaluating our knowledge-rich curriculum and the quality of our provision to ensure that it
is pertinent to our students and community.

One of our greatest strengths is our teamwork and team spirit. All English staff contribute
to planning and resourcing lessons and units of work; this consistency of approach is
supported by our fortnightly Subject Planning and Development meetings. CPD and a
commitment to staff development are at the heart of everything we do. There are currently
14 staff teaching English, who are supported by three TAs who specialise within the
subject. We also have a highly skilled library team with whom we work very closely.

The department enters all students for both English Language and English Literature at
GCSE following the EDUQAS specifications. In Key Stage 4, classes are taught in
mixed-ability groups, apart from two top sets of 30 students who follow an accelerated
programme of challenge. The department has 14 teaching rooms, a large shared breakout
space and a communal office. Recent GCSE results have seen students achieve well
above national averages:

● English Language: 78% 4+, 65% 5+ and 28% 7+
● English Literature: 73% 4+, 64% 5+ and 28% 7+
● Combined English: 82% 4+, 72% 5+ and 34% 7+

We are determined to be even more successful in the upcoming years.

English lessons at Durrington introduce students to a wide range of exciting and culturally
influential texts. In Year 7, they read Animal Farm and study the art of rhetoric, and in
Years 8 and 9 they study a vibrant selection of poetry, plays, novels and non-fiction texts.
In Years 10 and 11, all students study An Inspector Calls, A Christmas Carol, Macbeth and
the EDUQAS poetry anthology. Over the five year English curriculum, students learn how
to form and communicate their thoughts and ideas both in writing and orally. Lessons at
Durrington are characterised by high expectations, rich class discussion and debate, the
careful development of writing skills and a relentless focus on the power of words and new
vocabulary.

We are seeking to appoint an excellent English specialist who is willing to learn, develop
and help our students ‘go beyond their best.’ In return, you will find us a friendly and
dynamic team.
Jacqueline Bradley and Andy Tharby - Co-Leaders of English
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