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English 
Overview of the Curriculum Area:
English
You will be joining a professional, committed group of teachers who work hard to ensure that the students have every opportunity to learn and benefit from their experience in English lessons.  The team are hoping an enthusiastic and conscientious applicant will relish the challenge of working with our students and will be willing to strive for high standards of professional expertise.  In recent years, several members of the English team have been promoted very quickly to posts of additional responsibility and have benefited from the ethos and the training opportunities in this very strong team. Learning and teaching is at the heart of everything this department does - potential candidates should be prepared to engage, discuss, and learn from their colleagues in order to maintain the outstanding outcomes this department consistently delivers. 
Staffing

At present, there are thirteen full time teachers of English. The Curriculum Team Leader (Laura Smith) is supported by KS3, KS4 and KS5 Coordinators as well as a Learning and Teaching TLR holder and a whole school Lead Practitioner. 
The department’s success is underpinned by regular, high quality, subject specific training. All TLR holders lead on areas of departmental training and dedicated curriculum time is used to standardise student work, develop subject knowledge and to share teaching strategies. 
Many of the team are external examiners for AQA, ensuring that our curriculum knowledge remains up to date. We often benefit from the experience of examiners in delivering departmental training and we strategically plan subject knowledge enhancement to complement our curriculum. 
Minsthorpe Community College is the host school for a large initial teacher training programme; the department often plays host to trainee teachers with opportunities and responsibilities of training trainee teachers delegated across the department.   

Accommodation

The English block has 15 English rooms, (each fitted with an interactive whiteboard), a purpose-designed ICT room and a curriculum base with storage and photocopier.
Curriculum 

The college operates a 3 period day, with each period lasting 100 minutes.  All students enjoy five periods of English over the two-week timetable. The KS3 curriculum is planned so that it meets the statutory requirements for English in The National Curriculum as well as the needs of all students in Years 7 and 8. KS3 students also benefit from the Accelerated Reader programme, spending one of their five lessons reading for pleasure in the Library Learning Centre.  Our KS4 provision begins in Year 9, where students begin to study the texts for the AQA English Literature GCSE which they take at the end of Year 10. Year 11 is dedicated to the teaching of the AQA English Language GCSE. All schemes of work are shared, and a great wealth of resources are available for all teachers to use and adapt to suit the needs of their groups. We have a consistent approach to assessment, which is planned in accordance with the long term plans, to ensure a consistency of experience for students and expectation for staff work load. 
The English Department are exceptionally proud to offer two successful A Level courses- English Language (AQA) and English Literature (B Spec AQA) and there are opportunities to develop expertise and experience in the delivery of both courses. 

Also, at Post 16, the Level 2 GCSE and Level 1 and Level 2 Functional Skills programme offers the students, who were unsuccessful in securing a “standard pass” in Year 11, the opportunity to re-sit English Language in Year 12. 
The curriculum is also planned to meet the department’s commitment to delivering cross-curricular strands such as ICT, SMSC and careers.  Opportunities to meet these obligations are highlighted in the individual Schemes of Work.

Culture and Ethos

The department’s main aim is to maximise the achievement of every individual student, irrespective of background.  Its other aims are: to inspire, challenge and engage students in their learning; to offer all students a guaranteed, full and rounded entitlement to learning; to foster their creativity; to help them to develop the literacy skills that they need in order to access the curriculum; and to inspire students with a love of language and literature that will last a lifetime.
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