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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT: ST MARY’S RC HIGH SCHOOL

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE DEPARTMENT

Department Aims

· To promote the students’ enjoyment of and engagement of English Language and English Literature through a wide range of texts and activities.

· To help students to become increasingly confident and discerning communicators.

· To encourage reflection on and confidence in our multi-cultural society of which our students will be citizens and in which they may be called upon to fulfill many roles. 

· To help students to develop both morally and spiritually as stated in the school’s mission statement.

Department Objectives

· To ensure at each Key Stage that every student will have the opportunity to read, reflect on and write about a range of modern and classic literature, our cultural heritage, the range and diversity of the English Language and the functions and purposes of language.

· To monitor all students’ progress in their efforts to become more effective communicators and more confident readers.

· To devise and implement programmes of study which will help all students to become more accurate users of language and will help them to devise targets to improve their accuracy.

THE ENGLISH DEPARTMENT AND THE SCHOOL MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the school is reflected in our department aims and should be considered in our day to day teaching, our contact with pupils and our relationships with others in the school community.
STAFFING AND RESPONSIBILITIES

‘An effective subject department is more than a collection of individuals, no matter how talented. Establishing a sense of common purpose, while at the same time allowing individual initiative, may be considered one of the prime aims of any department.’
Department: Organisation and Management

At present seven members of staff are responsible for the delivery of English in the school curriculum, with two non-specialists teaching some of the KS3 groups. 
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SUBJECT ORGANISATION

Pupils are taught in mixed-ability groups throughout KS3 and KS4. At KS3, pupils are taught for 3 hours each week. The department delivers the National Curriculum, studying agreed texts and pupils undertake a standardised termly assessment. There is the flexibility for teachers to study preferred texts in KS3. 

At KS4, pupils are taught 4 hours each week. The department teaches the Pearson Edexcel GCSE syllabus for both English Language and English Literature as an integrated course and teachers study the same texts for GCSE Literature. The Department is proud of its record of excellent GCSE results,
English department meetings usually take place each month, although additional meetings are called as required. All meetings have an agreed agenda, are minuted and members are invited to suggest topics for subsequent meetings. 

