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Cheam High School
ENGLISH AND MEDIA DEPARTMENT

Assistant Headteacher - English: Miss Sarah Connolly
Media Studies Leader: Mrs Ana Walker
The Department

The successful candidate will join a large and forward thinking department of 21 specialist teachers. Where possible, staff teach in all years and across the ability range.  
The English department is led by the Assistant Headteacher: English and there are a number of TLR posts in English to ensure the effective running of the department.  There is also a subject leader for Media and Film as well as a leader for CTEC Media. There is a strong emphasis on working as a team. 
In the last OFSTED inspection (2015), the department was recognised as having outstanding teaching.   

Teaching and Learning

The department is well resourced, having access to a range of literary and non-literary texts, which is complemented by the Learning Resources Centre. Media resources include an editing suite, access to a wide range of video cameras, sound recording and editing equipment, with a full range of video editing and graphic design software. All English classrooms have data projectors and interactive whiteboards. There are six computer suites dedicated for use by English and Media Studies teachers.  
There is a range of extra-curricular activities to extend students’ learning, and various reading and writing competitions are organised each year. At KS4 and KS5, teachers arrange visits to the theatre or visiting productions to watch productions of set texts. 
Class Organisation

In Years 7 and 8, higher and lower ability students are set and middle groups are mixed ability. All students in Years 9 – 11 are set by ability. Additional support is provided through the Special Educational Needs department and there are 2 dedicated Learning Support Assistants attached to the department. For students with English as a second language, specialist support is offered. Students are taught in mixed ability groups in Media Studies.
Courses

The department offers English Language, English Literature, and Media Studies at GCSE and A-Levels in English (combined Literature and Language) and Film as well as CTEC Media.
The commitment and energy of the department are reflected in the excellent results achieved across the ability and age range.   We were extremely pleased to have 84% of our students achieve grade 4-9 as their best grade in English this year.
What the students say… 
I enjoy reading my own book for English homework. (Leanne, Year 7)

It’s fun because we can use the computers. (Chesney, Year 7)

You don’t only do writing, you do drama and act out your ideas. (Jack, Year 8)

It is challenging and I enjoy the creativity. (Billy, Year 10)

English is helpful, you learn something new every day. Teachers are well-organised, funny and effective. (Gemma, Year 11)

I enjoy reading texts and analysing language. (Ben, Year 12)

English allows me to express myself. (Wai Han, Year 12)

You are exposed to a range of fascinating literature which broadens your horizons and you leave widely read. Teachers are approachable, supportive and understanding. You are treated like adults. (Mike, Year 13)

I like Media Studies because we get to watch and read a number of different texts throughout the year. (Rob, Year 10)
Film Studies includes a lot of discussion and analysing films, both old and new. (Carolyn, Year 12)
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