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Design & Technology Department Information
Design & Technology is a thriving department where students are encouraged to be independent problem solvers and creative thinkers. The curriculum is planned and delivered in a way to foster this as the projects equip the students with a variety of skills to help them become expert designers and makers with high quality teaching and learning. All of this culminates in the positive exam results the students achieve. 
The Design & Technology Department has five purpose-built rooms, five teaching staff and three technicians.  This includes a fully equipped Food Preparation and Nutrition classroom, providing students with the facilities needed to develop their practical skills and knowledge. The department is also supported by a dedicated Food Technician for 22 hours per week.  All the staff are qualified, specialists in their field and teach across KS3 and KS4. In KS5 we currently offer A Levels in 3D Design, Fashion & Textiles and Graphic Communication.
At Key Stage 3 students follow a rotation system where in each year they spend between 9-10 weeks in the 4 subject areas of 3D Design, Fashion & Textiles, Food & Nutrition and Graphic Design.  The average class size is 28 and is taught in mixed ability groups.  The timetable allocation is 3 hours over two weeks.
At Key Stage 4 we currently offer GCSEs in 3D Design, Fashion Design, Graphic Design and Food, Preparation & Nutrition. The Food Technology department has a strong record of achievement, with over 93% of students achieving GCSE grades 4 or above in 2026, following an excellent 100% achievement rate in 2025. Time allocation is 5 hours over the two weeks and all the courses are administered by AQA. 
We also offer a range of extra-curricular activities, including in-house Bake Off each year with students encouraged to submit their entries. We have also held a Masterchef challenge for students as well. We run a year 8 Fashion show along with the Art department. At GCSE, students are given the opportunity to visit a wide range of enrichment activities such as the Design Museum, visits to Kew Gardens and Borough Market. 
We are keen to appoint someone who is energetic, passionate about Food and Nutrition, open to new ideas and works well as part of a dynamic and forward-thinking team.
If you would like any further information about the Design and Technology department before submitting an application then please contact the Head of Department, Paul Mansell, directly: pmansell@hinchleywoodschool.co.uk.  

Department Staff 2026/27

Mr P Mansell		Head of Design and Technology
Ms T Dee		Teacher of Graphic Design
Mrs L Haye Walters	Teacher of Food and Nutrition 
Miss N Mingoia	Teacher of Graphic Design
Mrs E Spooner		Teacher of Fashion and Textiles


Mrs S Campbell	Textiles Technician
Mrs T Gambino	3D Design Technician
Mrs B Lee 		Food and Nutrition Technician
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