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INFORMATION ON THE GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT
June 2021
The Geography department comprises of three members of staff who teach across the age and ability range of the school; the department also collaborates closely within a wider Humanities team.    
Geography is taught through a wider Humanities course in Year 7 and 8; an approach which has been designed to improve cross-curricular literacy skills through the integrated teaching of Geography, History and RE. In Year 9, all students are taught four hours a fortnight of Geography as a separate subject. Students currently study the AQA Geography specification at GCSE, which involves a linear exam in Year 11, and their learning across Key Stage 3 – both within the Humanities lessons and their Year 9 Geography lessons – is designed to support their progress to this point.
The Department has two specialist rooms; both are fitted with digital projectors and there is departmental access to other equipment such as visualisers.  There is a stockroom with a variety of resources including up-to-date learning resources, engaging and enriching DVDs and field equipment.  
(Note - due to necessary changes to ensure the school was compliant with the DfE’s ‘Guidance for full opening: schools’ staff are not currently teaching in specialist rooms however all classrooms are fitted with the equipment as described above. We are planning for teaching staff returning to their classrooms for September 2021).
Over recent years, students have taken part in field visits to the Peak District, Blackpool and MediaCity and they are fully prepared in advance to use these fieldwork opportunities as a way of gaining a ‘real world’ understanding of how Geography may lead to further education or a wider career opportunity at the end of their academic learning.
Learning in the Geography department is led by the key aspects of our whole school RESILIENCE Curriculum and we believe that this approach fully prepares our students not just for the academic rigour of the Key Stage 4 examinations, but also the challenges and opportunities of life beyond high school.
RESILIENCE Curriculum

Real world

Engaging and enriching
Skills for life
Inclusive
Leadership
Independence
Encourages reflection
Next steps
Challenge
Ethics and empathy
