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Welcome to the Maths and Computing Faculty

The Maths and Computing Faculty is a dedicated team of forward-looking professionals who seek to offer a modern maths experience and embrace change. The ethos is one of presenting learning through a series of problems to be solved. We use a wide range of mathematically rich tasks, seek to probe students understanding through open questioning and create as many opportunities as possible for students to describe their mathematical thinking. As a faculty we discuss the latest research into the teaching of maths and seek to develop effective teaching together. We seek opportunities to deliver mathematics through Computing where appropriate and have a specialist Computing teacher within our ranks to help us achieve this. Our schemes of learning are based on Teaching for Mastery and are in constant development as we continually seek to adapt our practice.
The Faculty is well resourced. 

· The classroom environment: We are housed in a brand new, specifically designed block with 6 specialist maths classrooms all fully equipped in addition to a Computer Room.
· Intervention: With two TAs dedicated to maths we provide individual students a lot of specific intervention.

· The use of modern technology: Each room is fully equipped for active maths teaching. We have Interactive White boards, Visualisers and faculty access to a class set of laptops.
· Extra-Curricular: we have built strong cross curricular and partner primary school links. We also work closely with Penwith College and Exeter Maths School. We host a popular chess club and a Lego Engineering club. Our talented and gifted activities run through the Maths Association, MESME (KS3) and Horizons (KS4). We run a GnT programme for students who attend our feeder primaries.
· Class Size:  class size is typically 28 though this varies according to the prior attainment of the students.
STAFFING

We are currently a team of 7 specialist teachers. Classroom support is offered by two TAs, who target students falling below expectation and help students with special educational needs access the maths curriculum. We are very fortunate that one of our Teaching Assistants is employed with a specific focus on helping pupil premium students to engage effectively with the curriculum.
CURRICULUM

Every student in the school currently receives 270 minutes of Maths (and Computing) tuition each week. At Key Stage 3 our schemes are based on the Teaching for Mastery Strategy with a focus on the probing of understanding through using and applying of maths. At Key Stage 4 we prepare students for the AQA Linear GCSE, following the White Rose Scheme of Learning. Highest achieving students also study for Further Maths.
FACILITIES

The Maths area occupies a new section of the school with 6 dedicated Maths rooms, a numeracy support room, a department staff room and bookable access to an ICT room. Each maths classroom is equipped with Interactive White Board, Document Visualiser, Scientific Calculators and a range of maths manipulatives. There are also 30 wireless networked laptops available to enhance mathematical learning.

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

The maths department runs a range of ‘gifted and talented’ sessions and activities, joining in with various National and Regional challenges and a maths club aimed at higher achieving students. We also link to Penwith College where students can get a taste of maths beyond GCSE. 
KEY PARTNERSHIPS

The faculty contributes to developing maths departments across Cornwall.  +One of our teachers is the assistant to the SCITT lead for Mathematics and the Head of Faculty is heavily involved in the developing mastery approach for Cornwall Maths Hub (CODE).  We are also developing links with Exeter Maths School, Penwith College and the Further Maths Network. We have strong links to the other Maths departments in Penwith and with our fourteen feeder primary schools.

