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Department Information- Mathematics 

Mathematics at Hinchley Wood School is a strong and thriving department, staffed by highly qualified, professional and caring teachers. As Ofsted stated the department has “Rich subject knowledge, delivered with individual style but common identity.”
Examination results at all levels are well above national averages and are expected to continue on an upward trend. In summer 2023, 90% of the Year 11 cohort achieved Grade 4+ with 42% at grade 7+. 
Mathematics is very popular at A-Level where the Edexcel Examining Board provides a specification proven to be accessible to all students on the course.  Results are consistently high and students are self-motivated.  A-level mathematics, Core Maths & Further Mathematics are offered in the Sixth form.  Results in 2023 included 88% of students achieving A*-C grades with 59% of them gaining an A*-A for Mathematics.  The majority of A-Level students proceed to university education, some to follow pure mathematics degrees whilst nearly all have opted for a maths/science-based degree; the most popular are engineering, physics, veterinary science, medicine, economics and business.
The mathematics department is housed in its own suite of classrooms, which are all close to the department’s resource centre and staff room.  All staff have their own teaching base and shared office space is available for colleagues to work in a comfortable and informal environment. In addition, all classrooms are equipped with PCs, interactive whiteboards & visualisers.  There are many software packages that the department uses to enhance their teaching, and we regularly share resources and good practice. 
The department has access to two well-equipped ICT rooms; we also utilise on-line resources such as Sparx Maths and Mathswatch. We are fortunate to possess a multitude of numeracy resources such as mini-whiteboards, number fans and various number cards, which have all helped with the development of direct interactive teaching.
Students in Year 7 are taught in mixed ability groups and from Year 8 onwards they are taught in ability sets. There are 8 sets in years 8 and 10 sets in years 9-11; this helps to limit class sizes especially for those who find maths more challenging.  Students are assessed on a regular basis, and set movements are made accordingly.  The emphasis in the department is learning through enjoyable, well-planned lessons.  Students are highly motivated and react well to being stretched and challenged. The Ofsted inspector commented particularly on the fact that there was genuine enjoyment from the students to study and learn Maths. 
Within the department there is a strong belief that administration should be kept to a minimum.  Schemes of work and associated module tests are all up-to-date, fully computerised and compliant to all the current national guidelines.  Department meetings are held approximately every four weeks and are generally used to share good practice to improve the teaching and learning that goes on within the classroom.   The department has an ethos that teachers should be given time to prepare thought-provoking enjoyable and challenging lessons. 
Key Stage 3
Whilst the SATs exams have now ceased to exist, the high standard of results continued last year in the end of KS3 exams. Students are given a starting point which allows us to set each student aspirational targets which they aim towards through Key Stage 3. Using this new tracking system, and regular internal testing, we are confident that our students are making excellent progress.			
Key Stage 4
GCSE results last year were again superb with 95% of pupils achieving grade 4+.  This was an excellent achievement in a year where National pass marks for Mathematics increased.  It illustrates the developments that have taken place within the Department over the last few years.  To allow comparisons, Hinchley Wood GCSE results from the last 4 years are shown below:  

	Grade
	2025
	2024
	2023
	2022
	2019 National average

	9
	12%
	7.5%
	12%
	16%
	3%

	7+
	53.5%
	47%
	42%
	46%
	17%

	4+
	94%
	92%
	91%
	94%
	61%


Key Stage 5
The results in the Sixth Form are well above the national average; we offer Maths, Core Maths and Further Maths.  Results from 2022:	
	
	Maths
	Further Maths

	Grade
	2025
	National Average
	Grade
	2025
	National Average

	A*-A
	52.54%
	41.3%
	A*-A
	52.54%
	58.5%

	A*-C
	93.22%
	77.9%
	A*-C
	100%
	90%
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	Mathematics / KS5 Coordinator

	Mr Tony Cox
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	Miss Giulia Held
	Mathematics

	Dr Priscilla Lim
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	Mathematics/Economics/KS3 Coordinator
Mathematics

	Miss Sophie Vallance
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	Mathematics
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