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Maths is a highly successful department which plays a leading role at St. Margaret’s.  A team of 

mathematicians is well-established and supportive; there is much mutual respect and collaboration.  

  

Personnel  

The Department currently comprises:  

    

 

• John O'Halloran   Head of Maths  

• Chris Bratherton   Second in Maths   

• Stephen Brierley   Principal  

• Glynis Hargreaves         (part-time)  

• Vicky Maddox             (part-

time)  Sang Mendy  

• Bill Robinson   

 (part-time)  

• Tim Wadsworth  

   

A further post has been vacant since Christmas 2020.  All the Department teach across the age- and 

ability-range.  John, Chris, Sang, Vicky and Tim currently teach various aspects of ‘A’-level, 

whilst Bill, the previous substantive head of department, teaches Further Maths.  

   

Accommodation, specifications and resources  

Resources include a number of dedicated Maths classrooms, all equipped with multi-media projectors 

and some with interactive whiteboards.  Monies for the Department adequately cover dayto-day 

needs and include a generous reprographics allowance.  The AQA Board is used for GCSE and ‘A’-

level.  The Department adopted the Ark Academy group’s Mathematics Mastery curriculum in 2016 

and this has led to many positive changes for students and teachers alike.  The collaborative planning 

of lessons and the weekly sharing of good practice has improved and stimulated all involved.  

Students are tested regularly to check and address progress.  In-class support is offered by Learning 

Support Assistants where appropriate.  

   

Standards  

In 2019, 120 out of our 148 or 81% of the outgoing Year 11 pupils attained a grade between 9 and 4 

in their GCSE Maths, which was above national averages.  Post-16, according to both ALIS and 

L3VA, the results obtained by our pupils were in line with those obtained by other similarly-able 

students (as measured by average GCSE scores) in other settings.  

   



Overview  

Maths at St Margaret’s has undergone some transformative changes in the last 4 years. It has led to 

greater classroom engagement and the boys becoming more mathematically articulate. The ethos in 

the department is to value progress, achievement and attainment highly. A positive learning 

environment, informed by aspirational targets and clear lesson objectives, and led by flexible 

teaching styles, is the challenge for every lesson.  

   

A full-time vacancy has arisen in the Department because last Christmas, a colleague relocated to 

another part of the country.  The resultant vacancy would suit a newly-qualified, or more experienced, 

teacher.  Whilst we are looking to appoint a new teacher from September 2021, we may be in a 

position to offer the successful candidate some employment in the summer term of 2021.  

   

John O’Halloran  

February 2021   
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