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We are looking for a subject teacher who demonstrates passion and enthusiasm in their teaching of Modern Foreign Languages and who has the potential to continue to develop this high-performing and innovative department.
You will be joining a school where languages are highly valued, demonstrated by the way that all our students study at least one language from year 7 to 11. The main aims of the department are to inspire the next generation of linguists so that they develop a love of learning languages and promote a greater understanding of other cultures. We teach the students how to express a range of ideas and opinions in a different language using different tenses as well as communication for practical purposes.  In this way, we also improve the career prospects of the students through knowledge of a Modern Foreign Language. All our teachers are specialists in the languages they teach.
To do this, students are taught about the importance of languages for their futures. Along the languages corridor, we have an extensive display illustrating the multitude of uses of languages both in professional terms and recreationally. There are case studies of former students who have used languages in a variety of ways. It is also pointed out to students that universities look extremely favourably on candidates with language qualifications. We hope that both of these help maintain the motivation of students.
The Languages department regularly organises study visits to France and Germany. This year, trips to Paris, Normandy, and Cologne have been organised.  These trips are extremely important, as one of the best ways of learning a language is by visiting the country itself and speaking it. Moreover, such visits give an important insight into the target culture; most of the students return with an improved knowledge and motivation.
Aside from motivation, the Modern Foreign Languages department aims to consolidate on the excellent exam results of the past few years. To do this, the department have worked together to create a bank of resources and to share ideas and good practice. We also organise regular before school and after school intervention sessions to support underperforming students. In this way, we have seen a clear improvement in our GCSE and A-Level examination results.
Before they start at Lawrence Sheriff School, students opt for two out of the three following languages: French, German, and Spanish.  They continue with both languages until the end of year 9 before choosing to continue with one or both languages to GCSE level.  Students are prepared for the AQA GCSE and A Level courses. In all age groups, the teaching is innovative and aims to go beyond what is stated in the specifications.


John Gaffin (Head of MFL)
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