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[bookmark: _bookmark0]Welcome from our Headteacher, Polly Lankester

Thank you for your interest in joining Saffron Walden County High School. This is a wonderful school to work in, and I would encourage you to take the next step and complete the application form.
What makes this school such a great place for the next step in your career? I think it is a truly special place to work as we are one of the largest schools in the country, but also the only secondary school in Saffron Walden, and so we are a truly comprehensive school.
We believe in the transformative power of education. We are committed to providing an exceptional and exciting education for all young people in our community, preparing them to be caring, capable and well-informed adults. Not only do our students work hard in their classrooms, in addition we have an exceptional extra-curricular programme that inspires our students and makes school life well-rounded and culturally rich.
The team here works hard to provide both great teaching and great pastoral
support. We invest in our staff team to ensure that we can all deliver for students and enjoy working in this school. We trust our department teams, which are truly collaborative, and value our staff, prioritising development and wellbeing.
I hope this gives you a flavour of life at this school and I would urge you to also have a look at our website.
Best wishes, 
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A Brief History of Saffron Academy Trust (SAT)
About Us

Saffron Academy Trust (SAT) was formed in 2011 when its founder school, Saffron Walden County High School, converted to academy status.

Since then, SAT has grown and, in order of joining, comprises

· Saffron Walden County High School
· Alec Hunter Academy
· Katherine Semar Infant and Junior Schools
· R A Butler Infant and Junior Schools
· Honywood School
· Beckers Green Primary School
· Helena Romanes School and Sixth Form Centre

In addition, through an extensive range of collaborative partnerships, the Trust
provides support to a number of other primary and secondary schools. One key aspect of the support we provide is to deliver high-quality CPD focused both on classroom practice and leadership development.

Aims of the Trust 

The educational aims of SAT are to support and promote
· An education which enables pupils and young people, aged 3-19, of all abilities to fulfil their academic potential and achieve their personal best.
· A broad curriculum across all key stages which promotes excellence.
· Teaching and learning is highly engaging and geared to students making excellent progress through the key stages.
· Transition between key stages which delivers outstanding continuity of learning.
· A focus on developing all professionals to deliver the highest quality of teaching and support to all our learners.
· Schooling which is outward looking and allows students to interact with ideas and people from around the world.
· Educational research into factors underpinning successful schools and highly effective learning.
· Involvement with the local area in a way which promotes community cohesion and cultural excellence.

SAT Believes

1. That every child deserves to go to a great school
2. That we are preparing young people for life in a 21st Century world
3. That learning in our schools must inspire and lead to achievement and progress for every child
4. That learning opportunities must be broad and of the highest quality


5. That we should respect the unique character and context of the schools in our partnership, while maintaining high expectations of performance
6. That we are all learners and that we embrace evidence-based research and value teamwork

Our  aims as a school:

· [bookmark: _bookmark3]Ensure all students make excellent progress and attain their full academic potential.

· Deliver excellent teaching of subject knowledge and develop the learning skills, habits and attitudes necessary to enable students to value, enjoy and further their learning.

· Promote the outstanding personal and cultural development of all students through a rich and varied programme including trips, extra-curricular activities and community engagement.

· Maintain a secure and caring community which encourages academic ambition alongside respect and responsibility for all.

· Provide students with facilities that encourage great learning, whilst being aware of the school community’s responsibility for its impact on the wider environment.

· Be motivational leaders of education at a school, regional and national level, inspiring all to achieve high standards, to be personally ambitious and mindful of well-being.
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The MFL Department Vision.

In today's global economy, companies dealing with international markets are increasingly demanding better language skills of their workforce. Therefore, learning a Modern Foreign Language is a skill for life, which will undoubtedly enhance both communication skills and employment prospects. The European dimension is brought ever closer through the range of trips and visits offered by members of our team, including trips to France, Germany and Spain. Many of the skills taught will help students to gain an insight into other countries and cultures as well as improving their own literacy skills by learning the techniques required to access and understand a foreign language. Finally, we believe that learning a language promotes tolerance and understanding of others as well as enriching students’ cultural knowledge. We believe learning a language is a key global skill set that all our students should have access to and we work hard to support all students, irrespective of ability or background, to achieve in our subject. 

Objectives of the MFL Department.

· To develop pupils’ ability to understand and communicate effectively in the foreign language.
· To develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of the grammar of the language, and the ability to apply it.
· To develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of countries and communities where 


the foreign language is spoken.
· To develop positive attitudes to language learning and to speakers of foreign languages and a positive approach to other cultures and civilisations. 

In addition to the objectives above it is hoped that the study of languages will develop within students the following:

· A willingness to explore other cultures and languages. 
· A willingness to experiment and take risks.
· The understanding that it takes time to develop skills.
· A willingness to accept constructive criticism.
· A tolerance of the views and opinions of others.

Staffing
The Languages Department is staffed by eleven languages teachers. The Head of French, Head of German and Head of Spanish are joint leaders of the department. The Languages Department is supported by one part-time administration assistant, a learning support assistant and three foreign language assistants (FLAs). 

Accommodation and resources 

· There are 8 classrooms in the department; satellite classrooms in the 6th form block provide accommodation for A level groups. We also have three small office workspaces for FLA work and small group intervention. 
· The Area office provides a workspace for each staff member. Each classroom has a computer at the front of the room for the teacher. 
· We have one classroom with computers (ICT suite) and the department has two class sets of iPads. 
· Each room is fitted with an inbuilt capacity to screen DVDs, with units hard wired into a ceiling mounted projector with speakers.
· The main school Learning Centre has been recently refurbished and houses a real breadth of texts as well as a computer suite and a set of iPads.
· Textbooks are kept centrally or in classrooms and teachers have access to a class set for all key stages. 
· We have a good collection of target language films and books to enhance learning across all key stages.
· We currently use Languagenut as an online learning platform and all teachers have access to the Pearson Edexcel online textbook and associated teacher resources (ActiveHub).







Curriculum 

Key Stage 3

Currently all students in Years 7 and 8 study French and German, before making their options at the end of Year 8. In Year 7 French students follow a course which allows them to consolidate language, and the key linguistic structures they have learnt in Primary school.  German will be new for most students, but many language skills are transferable. In Year 7, we will cover various modules of work such as personal information, classroom language, school, hobbies, the home, local area and holidays. Through explicit grammar 

teaching pupils should be more confident in using key linguistic structures.
In Year 8, French and German students will consolidate the work they have done in Year 7, but there is more emphasis on grammatical structures including tenses. Themes include Leisure, Health, Food, Daily Routine, Shopping, Directions and Holidays. We regularly assess students’ progress in the four key skill areas: Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing. All the essential information for those assessments is detailed in the pupils Course Guide, which supports pupils in their learning.
In Year 7 and 8 we run two very exciting and popular language trips to Germany and France.

Year 9

In Year 9 pupils have the choice of studying French, German or Spanish to GCSE. They can do one of these or a combination of two of them. Pupils who choose Spanish in Year 9 currently follow an accelerated course. As the course is condensed into three years the Spanish course is more geared towards those who have shown a real commitment to language learning in Years 7 and 8.
In Year 9 we build the foundations for GCSE, ensuring that students have a deeper grammatical understanding - in particular looking at wider range of tenses and encouraging students to include a wider range of linguistic structures in their work.

Key Stage 4

All students will follow the new Pearson Edexcel GCSE (first examination summer 2026). This will test their ability in Reading, Listening, Speaking and Writing, with final examination in all skill areas and 25% of marks awarded in each skill area. The exam aims to encourage pupils to feel success in their language learning whilst also examining some key linguistic skills such as reading aloud, dictation and role play scenarios.  
The course will cover the following thematic contexts:

· My personal world (family, friends, relationships and equality) 
· Lifestyle and wellbeing (physical and mental well-being, food and drink, sports)
· My neighbourhood (places in town, shopping, the natural world and environmental issues) 
· Media and technology (music, TV, film, social media and gaming) 




· Studying and my future (school and future opportunities) 
· Travel and tourism (transport, accommodation and tourist attractions) 

To improve pupils’ linguistic experience the Languages team are also offering students in Year 10 the opportunity to take part in German, French and Spanish trips. We will also use the Pearson Edexcel course book, supported by an online platform called ActiveHub, which will enable students to practise their reading and listening skills at home. Year 11 students are also provided with a vocabulary revision guide to ensure they are confident in their understanding and recall of the core vocab lists for the course. 

Examination Specifications
German: Pearson Edexcel GCSE German (2024) | Pearson qualifications
French: Pearson Edexcel GCSE French (2024) | Pearson qualifications
Spanish: Pearson Edexcel GCSE Spanish (2024) | Pearson qualifications

KS5

Two teachers teach the course in Year 12 and Year 13, with nine lessons per fortnight. Students also have an hour of speaking a fortnight with the Foreign Language Assistant. We follow the Edexcel A level specification. Students have the opportunity to go abroad during one of the two years they study A level and in Year 12 each language attends a film study day at the BFI in London.

The course builds on skills developed at KS4 in the first year and covers a range of topics, slightly different per language, such as family, environment, education, work, music, media and festivals. There is also a film study unit which is an exciting new skill for students to develop. In Year 13 students study immigration and a historical topic as well as writing an essay on a novel or play in the target language. 

We currently teach:

French: ‘Intouchables’ (dir. Olivier Nakache & Éric Toledano) and ‘L’Étranger’ (Albert Camus) 
Spanish: ‘Volver’ (dir. Pedro Almodóvar) and ‘La Casa de Bernarda Alba’ (Federico García Lorca)
German: ‘Goobbye, Lenin!’ (dir. Wolfgang Becker) and ‘der Vorleser’ (Bernhard Schlink) 

Extra-Curricular 

Students have the chance to participate in a range of extra-curricular activities. Our FLAs offer KS3 students language clubs over lunchtimes, and our 6th formers can opt into additional language electives. These are open to all 6th form students should they wish to keep their language and cultural knowledge going if they don’t opt for the subject at 6th form. We also participate in the Anthea Bell Prize for Young Translators, Linguistics Olympiad (UKLO) and GCHQ language challenge. 
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