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THE STAFF
This is an excellent department in an outstanding, over-subscribed school.  It has a staff of great quality and experience and is utterly committed to the pursuit of excellence.  The department consists of seven specialist teachers, including a Head of Department and a Head of Boys PE, all of whom teach across the full age and ability range. 

ACCOMMODATION AND RESOURCES
The department receives an annual allocation based upon a pupil period formula.  There are six Netball courts and eight Tennis courts, an 11 a-side 3G Football pitch, with two 9 a-side pitches. All are floodlit. There are also two Rugby pitches and two grass Football pitches. In the summer the fields transform into a 400m grass track with jumping pits and throwing areas.  The indoor facilities include a large sports hall and an activity studio.  In addition to this we have the use of local facilities for cricket. The school has excellent community sporting links.

KEY STAGE 3
Pupils receive two Physical Education lessons each week.  Pupils are taught in general teaching groups in Years 7, 8 and 9.  The classes are single sex and mixed ability. Boys and girls follow similar units of work including Gymnastics, Basketball, Health-related Fitness, Netball, Dance, Indoor Athletics, Football, Rugby, Hockey, Athletics, Cricket, Rounders, Tennis, Trampolining, Badminton and Table tennis.
KEY STAGE 4
In Years 10 and 11 pupils receive two hours of Physical Education per fortnight.  Classes are grouped on ability and can be either single or mixed sex.  In addition to KS3 activities, pupils can participate in more diverse activities including Aerobics and Zumba.
The school offers pupils the opportunity to take Physical Education as an examination subject at KS4. We offer Cambridge National sport science and GCSE PE. The GCSE course is popular and over-subscribed and the examination results are higher than the national average.  Last year, 69% of GCSE PE students achieved Grade 9-4.  Pupils follow the OCR GCSE syllabus.  The classes are taught in mixed ability sets and pupils are monitored continuously to ensure their needs are met.  83 pupils are currently studying either GCSE PE or NCFE Health and Fitness course.  

KEY STAGE 5
Physical Education is available as an examination at A-level.  The pupils follow the OCR syllabus.

The course is divided into three topic areas; physiological factors affecting performance, psychological factors affecting performance, socio-cultural factors affecting performance and performance in physical education. The examination is 70% theoretical and 30% practical. 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
The department offers an extensive range of extra-curricular activities including morning, lunchtime and after school practices and fixtures.  It is expected that the successful applicant will assist in these areas and will offer their own expertise.
We will be touring to Greece in October with 101 pupils for netball, girls football and boys football.  Pupils also participate annually in Rugby and Netball tours in England.

The school has a strong history of notable achievements at county, regional and national level. In netball the school has regularly reached the national netball finals; in 2020 both the U14 and U19 teams competed in the annual competition. In 2022 the U19 netball team won both the county and regional netball championships. Pupils at the school have won international honours in Athletics, Netball and Swimming. An extensive number of pupils at the school compete at both a county and regional level across an array of sports.
The school has a very well developed House system.  House Competitions exist in various areas of school life many of which are concerned with different sports.  A highlight of the House calendar is Sports Day which is run in the summer term and involves the whole school.
PHILOSOPHY 
The department aims to provide Physical Education for every pupil in the school, instilling them with a lifelong love and interest of sport.  By catering for the needs of pupils of all ages and abilities, pupils will hopefully demonstrate a desire to participate both during and after their education in a sporting activity that motivates and interests them.  It also aims to give opportunities for pupils to participate in a wide range of sports activities, both competitive and recreational.  By educating our pupils in a way that improves their knowledge and helps them maintain a healthy lifestyle, we believe will facilitate a better quality of life.  As a department the aim is to work together, showing a commitment and desire towards PE, to share good practice and ensure pupils enjoy sport.

LETTER OF APPLICATION 
In their letter of application, which should not exceed two sides of A4, candidates should, amongst other points, indicate their thoughts on the following:

· What constitutes good teaching and learning in PE?

· Details of your particular specialism and previous contribution to extra-curricular work
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