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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT


The Mount St Mary’s RE Department is part of the Humanities Faculty, which also includes History, Geography and Citizenship, meaning that any new member of staff will be welcomed into a large, supportive and caring team that is made up of staff at varying stages of their career.  The RE department itself consists of five specialist teachers who share four specialist classrooms, all of which are fully equipped with interactive screens, visualisers and a plethora of resources.  The department also has access to four bookable ICT suites, the school library and the school chapel.

There is a well-planned and structured Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 curriculum in place that is accessed by all students within the school and all students sit a GCSE in RE in Year 11.  The curriculum ensures that there is challenge within the classroom, opportunities to discuss and debate and opportunities for students to develop core skills such as resilience and reflection within their own work.  The department has developed a continuous assessment model, which supports students to achieve short term targets, assists in motivation, supports retrieval practice and has resulted in exceptional achievements for our students.  The RE department consistently achieves high levels of attainment. Last year the average grade in RE was 5.3 which was nearly half a grade higher than expected attainment and represented a subject progress index score of 0.83 against schools nationally.

At Key Stage 3, students are taught in mixed ability sets and lessons are planned using the Catholic Teaching Directory.  At Key Stage 4, students are taught in ability sets and study the EDUQAS specification B syllabus, which includes Roman Catholic Christianity and Judaism.  The teaching of the Key Stage 4 curriculum is underpinned by the use of comprehensive exam rubrics which cover all elements of the exams such as exam questions, assessment objectives and criteria, examiner reports, exemplar answers and strategic advice and tips for success in each exam question to ensure that all teachers and students have expert subject knowledge and understanding of all elements of the specification.

The RE department is actively involved in supporting the wider spiritual ethos of the school and the school motto of Quid Retribuam is at the heart of who we and our students are.
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