The Religious Education Department

[bookmark: _GoBack]We believe Religious Education is a life enriching experience that will help to shape all aspects of pupil’s lives. At St Paul’s we emphasise that no matter what talent a person has, everyone has a God-given vocation.  We provide an academically rigorous curriculum for our pupils and aim to foster and develop an interest in religion and the effects of religion on believers and society as a whole. We do this through the provision of lessons that are interesting, relevant and challenging.   We present RE as a subject that is as academically challenging as any other.  We emphasize that no matter what talent a person has, everyone has a God-given vocation. 

We aim to provide opportunities and an environment where pupils are able to grow in their own personal faith, whatever it may be, and to develop considered personal responses to religious, spiritual and moral issues that affect them in everyday life.  

As a department, our main aim is to provide an academically sound curriculum for our pupils, in accordance with Whole School Policy. We do this whilst always being mindful of the wider spiritual context of our subject matter and the place this has within our school community and the general personal development of all our students. Our school motto “Love Serve and Do The Best That Is Possible” should be clear in all that we do as a department.

We aim to provide pupils with the skills necessary to discuss important issues in a focused and intelligent way. Pupils are taught from an early stage to support all their views with evidence and examples, and to understand and appreciate the opposing views of others.  We also promote the development of learning talents in line with the school policy in order to educate the whole pupil and encourage pupils to become life long learners and to develop and foster the skills that will be valuable to them in all areas of life.  

In RE we can challenge students’ pre-conceived ideas and prejudices at many points during their studies. We encourage a Christian response to situations using language that is temperate and which is based on the belief that forgiveness and reconciliation are to be worked at by all people. We stress in our teaching the Gospel values and in particular, Jesus’ teaching to love our neighbour.’

The whole school is committed to providing an outstanding standard of Teaching and Learning, in accordance with current educational thinking, in order ensure that all of our pupils make progress and achieve their full potential, whatever their academic ability. 

We have well-established schemes of learning for KS3, KS4 and KS5 based upon outstanding practice.  The schemes of learning are very well resourced with an emphasis upon exciting and innovative teaching and learning experiences.  We are engaged in a continual process of reviewing practice in order to refine our teaching and make it more stimulating and workable.

The RE department was recently judged as outstanding in the recent diocesan section 48 inspection and the person appointed will join a lively, friendly and highly committed, successful team who works most effectively in a collaborative way.  S/he would have a real opportunity to enhance the further development of this successful department.

