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NEWQUAY TRETHERRAS MFL DEPARTMENT

Characteristics of the Department

The MFL Department consists of a large and committed team of specialist language teachers who value teamwork and promote the sharing of best practice and resources. Our academic curricular in languages prioritises effective communication and cultural understanding to help our Newquay young people engage in a multicultural world with confidence. 
In the languages department our aims are:

· to develop students’ ability to use foreign languages for the purposes of effective and practical communication;

· to challenge each student to achieve the highest level of competence of which he/she is capable;

· to offer insights into, and understanding of, the nature of language and language learning;

· to encourage positive attitudes to foreign language learning and to speakers of foreign languages, and to foster understanding and awareness of French and Spanish speaking countries, their people and their way of life;

· to offer enjoyment and a sense of achievement appropriate to the learners’ ability and needs;

· to develop an awareness of the students’ own language and structure;

· to inspire students to travel and use their skills in real life settings;

· to promote learning skills of a wider application;

· to form a basis for future study of foreign languages.

KS3

Our 3-year Key Stage 3 curriculum builds the necessary cultural and linguistic knowledge and embeds key language skills to support students in preparation for the GCSE. Students choose to study French or Spanish at KS3, following courses linked to Studio in French and Viva in Spanish. All students have 5 hours of teaching over two weeks and choose their GCSE options in year 9. They study the patterns of the language throughout a range of topics linked to their everyday lives and future plans as well as finding out about the culture behind the words. To encourage independent learning, students complete regular vocabulary learning, revision and research tasks.

KS4

For students opting to take a language at GCSE level we offer both French and Spanish following the AQA specification, and we currently have four GCSE language groups in year 10 and four in year 11. Students benefit from having native speakers in the department along with an FLA who helps to improve student confidence when speaking the language.
KS5

Both French and Spanish are taught at A/S and A2 following AQA specifications.  This is a two-year programme of study although some students sit AS level exams to monitor progress. Our main resource books are the AQA books with the online Kerboodle package and accompanying grammar books.  Students have nine timetabled hours over the fortnight which is divided between two members of staff.  

LANGUAGE CLUBS AND INTERNATIONAL LINKS

In previous years we have run trips to France and Spain, including a week to Barcelona in activities week and an exchange to Quimper.

Links have been made with French and Spanish schools for our KS4 students to take part in pen pal exchanges and we have run local trips with a language focus, for example a trip to a local French bakery. We have also run Language leaders’ clubs where we encourage participants to complete tasks supporting

the promotion of languages and including mini teaching episodes in a local primary school. We hope to continue to develop international links, and other extra-curricular activities to further boost progress and uptake.
This post offers the successful applicant the opportunity to join an ambitious, forward-thinking and collaborative department, who aim to achieve outstanding results for students whilst deepening their understanding of the world and preparing them to become successful lifelong language learners.  
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