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Everyone matters, every day counts
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	Person Specification: Teaching Assistant

	
	Essential Criteria
	Desirable Criteria

	Knowledge and skills
	· Classroom experience of teaching and learning approaches to support IEP work and curriculum delivery

· Understanding of behaviour issues and strategies to manage them

· Ability to deliver learning activities building on pupils’ responses

· Ability to promote pupils’ social development and self esteem

· Understanding of supporting students with social and emotional communication difficulties

· Ability to support students with a range of mental health issues and put  strategies in place for individual students

· Good skills in recording and reporting achievements of pupils

· Understanding of school policies and procedures and capacity to apply 
· GCSE Grade C or above in Maths and English

· Ability to work with staff to advise and support with Manual Handling issues 

· Ability to provide personal care to students.
	· Practical experience of working in a specialist area, eg ASD, PMLD, HI, VI

· First aid qualification or experience

· Experience in supporting in a variety of SEN settings

· Knowledge of ‘moving people’
· Knowledge of using specialist equipment i.e. Hoists
· Knowledge of CPI or Team Teach



	Interpersonal and communication skills
	· Ability to motivate pupils and promote high levels of engagement

· Fluency in English
· Clear verbal and written communication to enable effective liaison on all professional matters

· Maintain supportive links with parents and carers

· Ability to work co-operatively and build upon support given by other team members

· Maintain accurate records
	· Good ICT skills 

· Skills in signing, PECS, or using communication aids

· Experience in relating to students with complex needs in age appropriate ways

	Initiative and independence
	· Able to follow guidance and implement routine programmes

· Participate fully in activities and show capacity to respond to emerging situations

· Ability to follow specific guidance 
	· Willingness to take responsibility for an aspect of school wide provision

· Able to swim

	Management and organisational skills
	· Positive management of pupils in accordance with school policies and procedures

· Classroom experience of supporting pupils to develop independence and life skills
	· Able to manage gastrostomy and other care procedures



	Other qualities
	· Capacity to work flexibly across range of pupil settings

· Effective team working 

· Willingness to adapt practice and develop skills to match changing needs
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