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Sowing the seeds so that all can flourish

PERSON SPECIFICATION – TEACHING ASSISTANT
	
	Essential
	Desirable

	Qualifications and Experience
	Level 2 TA qualification or willingness to undertake TA training — for apprentices, this includes eligibility and commitment to completing the apprenticeship programme.

Good literacy and numeracy skills appropriate for supporting primary learning.

Basic ICT competence to support learning, communication and record‑keeping.

Experience working with children in any setting (school, nursery, childcare, volunteering) — for apprentices, this may include placements or supervised experience.

Experience supporting children with SEND or a clear interest and commitment to developing this skill.
	Experience working with pupils with an EHCP, particularly in a 1:1 capacity.

Training in speech, language and communication support (e.g., ELKLAN).

Experience supporting pupils with SEMH or autism.

Experience supporting children affected by trauma, attachment needs or ACEs.

Experience contributing to wrap‑around care provision.

Experience in a primary school environment beyond placement level (for apprentices, this may be developing).

	Knowledge and Understanding
	Understanding of how children learn and develop across the primary age range.

Awareness of a range of SEND needs including speech and language delay, social communication needs, and learning difficulties.

Understanding of safeguarding and child protection procedures and the TA’s role in reporting concerns.

Knowledge of early phonics, language development, early writing and mathematics appropriate to primary pupils.

Understanding of positive behaviour support, including your school’s approach of positive regard and relationship‑centred practice.

Awareness of how to contribute to an inclusive learning environment indoors and outdoors.
	Knowledge of therapeutic or trauma‑informed approaches to behaviour and emotional regulation.

Understanding of alternative communication strategies (e.g., Makaton, PECs).

Awareness of the importance of partnership with parents in supporting learning and wellbeing.

Understanding of sensory needs and sensory‑based provision.

	Skills
	Ability to support whole‑class, small‑group and 1:1 learning under the direction of the class teacher.

Ability to build strong, nurturing relationships that promote trust, independence and resilience.

Ability to communicate effectively with children, staff and families, adapting language appropriately.

Ability to motivate and engage children in learning through supportive, creative approaches.

Ability to work collaboratively as part of a staff team while also using initiative when required.

Strong organisational and time‑management skills in a busy school environment.

Ability to follow guidance from the SENCO and external agencies when supporting pupils with additional needs.
	Skills in supporting speech, language and communication development through targeted strategies or interventions.

Ability to use trauma‑informed and therapeutic approaches to support emotional wellbeing.

Skills in sensory play, outdoor learning or Forest School‑style provision.

Ability to support independence in self‑care routines with sensitivity and encouragement.

Ability to contribute to wrap‑around care including play‑based activities and safe supervision.

	Professional Development
	Commitment to ongoing professional development, including SEND‑related training and reflective practice.

Willingness to engage in training linked to the school’s behaviour approach rooted in positive regard and relationship‑centred support.

For apprentices: commitment to completing all apprenticeship training, assessments and off‑the‑job learning.
	Engagement in previous CPD related to SEND, behaviour or child development.

Interest in developing specialist skills such as communication support, sensory provision or SEMH strategies.
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